
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

        CHRIST MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
                                   Second Sunday of Advent 
                                              December 7, 2025 
 

When we allow God to be born in us, there is no telling, no telling at all, what will come out. 
                                                                            Barbara Brown Taylor, Mixed Blessings 

 
GATHERING 

 
Prelude “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                  French Melody, Arranged by Ian Good  

                                                      TUNE: Veni Emmanuel  2025 Eighth Constant Music  
 

Welcome and Announcements     Rev. Janna VanderWoude 

**Passing of the Peace 
Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

Call to Worship/Lighting of the Advent Candles      The Schreiber Family 
 
Prayer in Song - # 89, v. 1, 4 “For You, O Lord, My Soul in Stillness Waits”



 
Call to Confession, and Shared Prayer of Confession 
L:     Source of life and ground of being, you promise and you provide. 
         You shine the light of peace, 
         (All)   and we confess we shield our eyes,  
               Not certain we want to commit to the way you reveal before us. 

    You shine the light of freedom, 
         (All)  and we confess we turn away,  
              for we can’t imagine any system but the one we’ve got. 

    You shine the light of joy,  
          (All) and we confess we flinch and retreat,  
               unwilling to lay our burdens down, even in your care. 

    Forgive us, loving God. 
    Forgive us for not seeing your bright light as good news,  

                because it is so often challenges the life we have come to know. 
         Forgive us and teach us to trust you enough  
               to walk with you through every shadowed valley and toward the life you promise,  
               though we cannot see it yet.  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
Friends, hear this good news: the weight on your shoulders is no longer yours to bear — the One who has      
been born to us bears it on his shoulders. so that may rejoice and and walk freely in the light of the Lord. 
All: Trusting in God’s forgiveness, we go forward into new life. Thanks be to God! 

**Response - # 110, v.3 “Love Has Come” 
Love has come and never will leave us! Love is life everlasting and free 
Love is Jesus within and among us. Love is the peace our hearts are seeking. 
Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas. Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high! 

 

GROWING IN GOD’S WORD 
 

Time for All God’s Children, ending with the Prayer for Illumination                 Pastor Janna VanderWoude 
*Please note that any children who come forward to the chancel will likely be seen on the worship livestream. 
All children are invited to remain with their families for the “Mary Monologues” presentation of the Word today. 

            
          Hebrew Bible Text                                                 Isaiah 9:1-7  

           

                                                                                                            The Word in Gospel Texts and Dramatic Reading:  The Mary Monologues 

“The Mary Monologues” was written by Ron VandenBurg, and based on the play “Song of Mary” by John McNeil. 
It uses material from that play, along with The Message by Eugene Peterson and We Were There by Marla Ehlers. 

Those from Christ Memorial who attended the GenOn Youth Summit in Summer 2025 saw it presented there: 
We are pleased to share it today, with the permission of the author.  Special thanks to Carrie Jenkins and Liz Perraud. 

 

 
 
 
                       



Mary Monologues 

Written by Ron VandenBurg, based on the play “Song of Mary,” by John McNeil. 

Congregational Hymn: #88, v. 1, 7 “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” 

Reader: Carrie Jenkins 

Scripture reading: Matthew 1:18-25 
Mary 1: Thirteen and newly pregnant 

Abby Jones 

Scripture reading: Luke 1:26-37 
Mary 2: Fourteen and greatly troubled 

Abby Jenkins 

Scripture reading: Luke 1:38-45 
Mary 3: Fourteen and deeply trusting 

Alison Slingluff

Scripture reading: Luke 1:46-55 
Mary 4: Fourteen and full of praise 

Evie Bis 

Congregational Hymn: #100, v. 1,2  “Canticle of the Turning” 

Scripture reading: Luke 2:1-20 
Mary 5: Fourteen and spiritually profound 

Meghan Jenkins 

Scripture reading: Matthew 2:1-12 
Mary 6: Middle-aged and pondering everything 

Lindsey Kim 

Scripture reading: Matthew 2:13-18 
Mary 7: Older and braced for pain 

Heather Barham 

Congregational Hymn: #145 “What Child is This?” 



 Prayers of the People  
 Please join in the prayer’s conclusion: 
L:  …Establish and uphold your reign of endless peace from this time — our time — onward, and forever. 

     And so we pray together:  
    Everlasting Father---we thank you, for you are the giver of every good gift.  
    Wonderful Counsellor — advise us so that we might live in the truth of your way, day by day.  

 Mighty God---we long for a glimpse of your power, making things right and just, now and forever. 
 Prince of Peace---we need you, to rule in this world and rule in our hearts. 
 We ask in the name of Jesus the Christ. Amen. 

  EUCHARIST—OUR GRATITUDE AND TRUST IN GOD’S PROMISES 
Invitation to the Offering 

Offertory "Breathe of Heaven: Mary's Song "     Music by C. Eaton and A. Grant
Arranged by R. Belliston
2020 Rebecca Belliston

   
We invite you to use the time of the Offertory to reflect and to pray silently, offering thanks for God’s goodness, 

and commitment of ourselves for declaring that the God who creates also re-creates. making all things new. 

**Offering Song - # 113 “God of Great and God of Small, with Gloria” 

 (sung to “Angels We Have Heard on High” ) 
God of great, and God of small; God of one and God of all 

God of weak and God of strong; God to whom all things belong: 
Glo---ria, in excelsis Deo; Glo---ria, in excelsis Deo. 

**Prayer of Dedication and Discipleship 

**Sending Song  - # 82      “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” 

**Charge and Blessing 

  Postlude     "The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns"                   Ian Good
TUNE: Morning Song. 2024 Eighth Constant Music

Art Attributions 
“Magnificat,” Robyn Sand Anderson  

www.robynsandanderson.com 

Liturgy Attribution 
Portions of the liturgy are adapted from Bibleworm Narrative 

Lectionary resources, Rev. Teri Peterson, Scotland 



  Texts for the Week
Isaiah 9:2-7 
2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. 

    On those living in a pitch-dark land, light has dawned. 
3 You have made the nation great; 

    you have increased its joy. 

They rejoiced before you as with joy at the harvest, 

    as those who divide plunder rejoice. 
4 As on the day of Midian, you’ve shattered the yoke that 

burdened them, 

    the staff on their shoulders, 

    and the rod of their oppressor. 
5 Because every boot of the thundering warriors,   

    and every garment rolled in blood 

    will be burned, fuel for the fire. 
6 A child is born to us, a son is given to us, 

    and authority will be on his shoulders. 

    He will be named 

    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

    Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 There will be vast authority and endless peace 

    for David’s throne and for his kingdom, 

    establishing and sustaining it 

    with justice and righteousness 

    now and forever. 
The zeal of the LORD of heavenly forces will do this. 

John 8:12-16 
12 Jesus spoke to the people again, 
saying, “I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me won’t walk in 
darkness but will have the light of 
life.” 

13 Then the Pharisees said to him, 
“Because you are testifying about 
yourself, your testimony isn’t valid.” 

14 Jesus replied, “Even if I testify 
about myself, my testimony is true, 
since I know where I came from 
and where I’m going. You don’t 
know where I come from or where 
I’m going. 15 You judge according 
to human standards, but I judge no 
one. 16 Even if I do judge, my 
judgment is truthful, because I’m 
not alone. My judgments come 
from me and from the Father who 
sent me. 



Thank you to for providing audio support this week!
Thank you to Kevin Wilson for operating the sanctuary cameras this week!

CCLI Copyright License #1280964; streaming license #20314021
SongSelect Premium license # RG20-1496988
One License # A-719136

Announcements and Upcoming Events

The Monday Morning Women's Bible Study

Come join the Women's Bible Study group as we celebrate Christmas with Barbara Schmehl on Dec. 8th at 10:00 am 
in the library at Lorien Elkridge. All are welcome to visit and bring good cheer to Barb.  I will need to have a count of 
the ladies participating. Please contact Miriam Miller for more information and sign-up at:  jtmillerj@verizon.net or 
410-302-9651. 

Cold Weather Shelter
CMPC is once again providing support for the cold weather shelter this year, for the week of Dec 29, 2025 - Jan 4, 
2026. The process will be very much the same as last year, with our congregation providing breakfast and dinners 
to the Grassroots shelter for the week. The main differences are that we will be providing the meals for a smaller 
number of people (30 for breakfast, 60 for dinner), and that they will need to have the food delivered to the shelter 
by 2 pm, rather than 4:30. You may sign up as an individual, or get a group to volunteer. If you have any questions, I 
will be at church following the service, or you may email one of us. Thank you very much for your help!
susan.crabb@verizon.net
kathrynkoch79@gmail.com

Preschool Fundraiser
Christ Memorial Christian Preschool is hosting some special events to help us fundraise for the enrollment deficit 
we are facing this year. Our first event will be taking place on Monday, December 15 th all day. As you are out 
and about Christmas shopping, please consider stopping in for a meal at Red Robin at 8649 Snowden River 
Parkway, Columbia. Be sure to mention the preschool fundraiser.  Hope to see many families from the church 
there! 



Please help us to decorate the sanctuary with poinsettia for Christmas Eve.  Each plant is $18.95. Orders will 
be taken through December 8th at noon.  You may order through the link below, or by contacting the church 
office (office@cmpcusa.org or 410-997-8011).  No paper copies will be handed out this year.
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For You, O Lord, My Soul
in Stillness Waits
My Soul in Stillness Waits

JESUS CHRIST: ADVENT

89

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT and MUSIC: Marty Haugen, 1982
Text and Music © 1982 GIA Publications, Inc.

MY SOUL IN STILLNESS WAITS
Irregular

With a paraphrase of Psalm 62:5 as a refrain, this Advent text adapts four of the “Great O” antiphons (all of
which can be seen in no. 88), combining them with a paraphrase of Psalm 95:6–7 and an echo of a medieval
hymn. This rich blend yields a wealth of imagery and meaning.

089-for you o-671.mus, Page 1
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Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
JESUS CHRIST: ADVENT

82

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Charles Wesley, 1744
MUSIC: Rowland Hugh Prichard, 1830; harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906

HYFRYDOL
8.7.8.7.D

(alternate tune: STUTTGART, 83)

With its opening “Come,” this hymn sounds the note of entreaty and invitation that characterizes the Advent
season (from the Latin adventus = “coming”).  Its blending of memory and hope helps us to give voice to our
present faith as we stand between the past and the future.

6/20/13
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20% OF FOOD SALES*
BACK TO

CHRIST MEMORIAL
CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL
Show this flyer or simply mention the fundraiser to

your server to have your sales counted.

FUNDRAISER DETAILS
8640 Snowden River Parkway, Columbia, MD 21045

December 15, 2025*

If ordering online, please follow these instructions:

1 Start your order at redrobin.com/order and select the restaurant above.

2 In the menu, go to the category labeled “Fundraisers (To-Go Only)” and click on that item.

3 Click the “add” button, and then “add to bag.”

4 Add your meal items and check out.

5 Arrive at Red Robin, come in, say hi, grab your food and be on your way! If your location has
curbside pick-up, we can bring it to your car too!

*Fundraiser during restaurant operating hours. Visit redrobin.com and find this location to view hours.
Donation based on all eligible net dine-in and to-go food sales only. Excludes sales from catering (at select

locations), 3rd party ordering and delivery sites, alcohol, gift cards, retail, tax and gratuity. Offer void if flyer is
distributed in or near the restaurant during fundraiser day & hours. 

https://redrobin.com/order


Advent, Christmas and Christmastide at Christ Memorial--2025
 

 
December 7 in Worship! 10:30 AM

Something new at Christ Memorial! CMPC members and youth will present “The Mary Monologues”, 
a series of short reflections based on Biblical readings and written by Ron VandenBurg. The writer reflects,
“As I began to read whatever I could about Mary, I became focused on a simple fact: God used an ordinary
adolescent girl to bring Jesus into the world to redeem humanity. Surely that is an important entry point

into the story of Christ’s birth.” Those attending the GenOn Summit saw this play last summer and are
excited to share it with our congregation and others!

 
December 14—Worship at 10:30 AM

Enjoy the beauty of the Christmas Season with our Bell Choir
 

December 21 - Worship at 10:30 AM
Join us for a celebration of music and song as Christmas nears and the light grows brighter! Congregational
singing along with selections by the Trinity Choir and other CMPC vocalists and ensembles. “Hot Cocoa in

the Hallway”—because no one should have to go looking for a place to feel welcomed and cared for! 
 

Saturday, December 20, 4 -5 PM “Longest Night” Service
On the eve of the Winter solstice, as the shadows deepen into our longest night, you are

invited to our recognition that even amid all the joy (see above) it is often hard to find God’s
hand in the dark. Come to pray and sing and wait together—because God is present even—

sometimes especially— in the deepest darkness.
 

Christmas Eve Services—Wednesday, December 24 at 5 PM and 8 PM
5 PM --This service features a favorite tradition at CMPC, a participatory retelling of the

Christmas Story, as well as carols, songs from the LOGOS Children’s Chorus and scripture readings.
This is a more casual service and all those who are young at heart are invited to attend!

 
8 PM—This traditional Christmas Eve service invites you to a Holy Night with carols, candles,
choir songs, Bible texts and prayers. This is a service for peaceful, hope-filled reflection on a

God who so loved the world that we were given his Son, laid in a manger. Come and rest
your heart in our shared hope.

 
December 28 in Worship—Lessons and Carols

Join us for a series of Christmastide short readings from Scripture and accompanying songs
as we move toward the Season of Epiphany, when God’s love is revealed in the person of Jesus.
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