
Christ Memorial 
Presbyterian Church

3rd Sunday of Advent

December 14, 2025

GATHERING 

           	  Prelude                                                    “ In the Bleak Midwinter”                                by Cranham/ arr. Jenifer Cook
©2013 by Jenifer Cook 

           	  Welcome and Announcements                                                                                              Pastor Janna VanderWoude	
		
 
              	Passing of the Peace
	 Leader: The peace of Christ be with you.
	 People: And also with you.
       
       	  Call to Worship/Lighting of the Advent Candles			                                    Tim and Tina Helble

                Prayer in Song –        # 89, v. 1, 2  “For You, O Lord, My Soul in Stillness Waits”                               



	
             

	 Call to Confession

	 Common Prayer of Confession       						              Pastor Janna VanderWoude
	 You have shown us, O God, what is good,
       		  but we fill ourselves up with more and more of everything else.
	 We confess that we are over-full of things we don’t need —
	 We’ve left no room in ourselves for you to satisfy our hunger.
	 We admit that in our fullness,
      		  we assume what others need, and we limit our intentions for sharing what we have.
	 We see only glimpses of your big picture.
	 Forgive us, and clear some space, God.
	 Forgive us our too-small vision, 
      		   our exploitation of the earth and of others for our insatiable appetite,
       		  our desire for convenience that so often destroys connection.
	 Take from us all that does not serve your purpose.
	 Fill us instead with your good things,
       		  and make us ready to accomplish all that you desire.
	 We ask in the name of the One who came that we might have life and have it abundantly,
	 Jesus the Christ. Amen

	 Assurance of Pardon
	 L: Friends, rejoice in this good news: God is good, and so generous to us! — even God’s pardon is abundant! 	
	 So let us live in the light of God’s great love for us in Jesus Christ. 
    	 All: Trusting in God’s forgiveness, we go forward into new life. Thanks be to God!   

	 Response in Song—110, v.3   Love Has Come
		  Love has come and never will leave us! Love is life everlasting and free 
		  Love is Jesus within and among us. Love is the peace our hearts are seeking. 
		  Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas. Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high!

                                                                                 GROWING IN GOD’S WORD

	
	 The Word in Music                                                “The Promised Coming”	    	                                         Sandra Eithun
							             The Bells of Joy	                                		    Lorenz Publishing,2016

	 Time for All God’s Children                                                                                                                                             Wes Millard
	 *Please note that any children who come forward to the chancel will likely be seen on the worship livestream.

Children ages preschool—third grade dismissed to Sunday Experience.

	 Prayer for Illumination                                                                                                                                   Liturgist Wes Millard

	 Gospel Text                                                                 John 4:13-14			                              Liturgist Wes Millard
 



	 Hebrew Bible Text for the Day: Isaiah 55:1-13
                  
	  L: The Word of the Lord. 
                P: Thanks be to God

	 Sermon									                    Rev. Janna VanderWoude
	
	 Hymn of Response- #104-                   “O Lord How Shall I Meet You”  

	 Prayers of the People (ending with the Lord’s Prayer, p.35 in Hymnal)

EUCHARIST—OUR GRATITUDE AND TRUST IN GOD’S PROMISES

	 Invitation to the Offering	                              Elder Wes Millard 

	 Offertory                                                                “Here I Am to Worship”                                                    2001 Tim Hughes

We invite you to use the time of the Offertory to reflect and to pray silently, offering thanks for God’s goodness, and commitment of 
ourselves for declaring that the God who creates also re-creates. making all things new.

There are numerous ways to give to the work of CMPC. Offering plates will be passed through the pews during the offertory for checks or cash to be left 
today. Cards with a QR code that will direct you to our online giving page are located in the pew racks. Donations can always be mailed to the church at 

any time using the address on the back page of the bulletin. Thank you for your support!

         **Doxology-19.v. 1 “God of Great and God of Small, with Gloria” 

(sung to “Angels We Have Heard on High” ) 
God of great, and God of small; God of one and God of all God of weak and God of strong; 

God to whom all things belong: Glo---ria, in excelsis Deo; Glo---ria, in excelsis Deo.
     

         **Prayer of Dedication and Discipleship	                                 Elder Wes Millard 

SENDING

          **Sending Song-    80, Refrain, Verse, Refrain  “You Shall Go Out with Joy” 

	 Blessing and Charge

	 Postlude  										        
Art Attribution

Isaiah, 55, 2015

by Carlye Daugird, Durham, North Carolina

https://www.carlyecreates.com



Isaiah 55:1-13 
All of you who are thirsty, come to the water!                                   
Whoever has no money, come, buy food and eat!  
Without money, at no cost, buy wine and milk! 
2 Why spend money for what isn’t food, 
    and your earnings for what doesn’t satisfy? 
Listen carefully to me and eat what is good; 
    enjoy the richest of feasts. 
3 Listen and come to me; 
    listen, and you will live. 
I will make an everlasting covenant with you, 
    my faithful loyalty to David. 
4 Look, I made him a witness to the peoples, 
    a prince and commander of peoples. 
5 Look, you will call a nation you don’t know, 
    a nation you don’t know will run to you 
    because of the LORD your God, 
    the holy one of Israel, who has glorified you. 
6 Seek the LORD when he can still be found; 
    call him while he is yet near. 
7 Let the wicked abandon their ways 
    and the sinful their schemes. 
Let them return to the LORD so that he may have mercy on 
them, 
    to our God, because he is generous with forgiveness. 
8 My plans aren’t your plans, 
nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. 
9 Just as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
    so are my ways higher than your ways, 
    and my plans than your plans. 
10 Just as the rain and the snow come down from the sky 
        and don’t return there without watering the earth, 
        making it conceive and yield plants 
        and providing seed to the sower and food to the eater, 
11     so is my word that comes from my mouth; 
        it does not return to me empty. 
        Instead, it does what I want, 
        and accomplishes what I intend. 
12 Yes, you will go out with celebration, 
    and you will be brought back in peace. 
Even the mountains and the hills will burst into song before you; 
    all the trees of the field will clap their hands. 
13 In place of the thorn the cypress will grow; 
    in place of the nettle the myrtle will grow. 
This will attest to the LORD’s stature, 
        an enduring reminder that won’t be removed. 

John 4:13-14 
13 Jesus answered the woman at 
the well, “Everyone who drinks 
this water will be thirsty 
again, 14 but whoever drinks 
from the water that I will give 
will never be thirsty again. The 
water that I give will become in 
those who drink it a spring of 
water that bubbles up into 
eternal life.” 

Texts 
For 

The Week 



Thank you to John Kim and Zoe Kim for providing audio support this week!
Thank you to Neil Danzig for operating the sanctuary cameras this week!

CCLI Copyright License #1280964; streaming license #20314021
SongSelect Premium license # RG20-1496988
One License # A-719136

Announcements and Upcoming Events

Cold Weather Shelter
CMPC is once again providing support for the cold weather shelter this year, for the week of Dec 29, 2025 - Jan 4, 
2026. The process will be very much the same as last year, with our congregation providing breakfast and dinners 
to the Grassroots shelter for the week. The main differences are that we will be providing the meals for a smaller 
number of people (30 for breakfast, 60 for dinner), and that they will need to have the food delivered to the shelter 
by 2 pm, rather than 4:30. You may sign up as an individual, or get a group to volunteer. If you have any questions, I 
will be at church following the service, or you may email one of us. Thank you very much for your help!
susan.crabb@verizon.net
kathrynkoch79@gmail.com

Preschool Fundraiser
Christ Memorial Christian Preschool is hosting some special events to help us fundraise for the enrollment deficit 
we are facing this year. Our first event will be taking place on Monday, December 15 th all day. As you are out 
and about Christmas shopping, please consider stopping in for a meal at Red Robin at 8649 Snowden River 
Parkway, Columbia. Be sure to mention the preschool fundraiser.  Hope to see many families from the church 
there! 
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For You, O Lord, My Soul
in Stillness Waits
My Soul in Stillness Waits

JESUS CHRIST: ADVENT

89

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT and MUSIC: Marty Haugen, 1982
Text and Music © 1982 GIA Publications, Inc.

MY SOUL IN STILLNESS WAITS
Irregular

With a paraphrase of Psalm 62:5 as a refrain, this Advent text adapts four of the “Great O” antiphons (all of
which can be seen in no. 88), combining them with a paraphrase of Psalm 95:6–7 and an echo of a medieval
hymn. This rich blend yields a wealth of imagery and meaning.

089-for you o-671.mus, Page 1
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O Lord, How Shall I Meet You
JESUS CHRIST: ADVENT

104

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Paul Gerhardt, 1653; trans. Catherine Winkworth and others, 1863, alt.
MUSIC: Melchior Teschner, 1614; harm. William Henry Monk, 1861

VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN
7.6.7.6.D

Though many Advent hymns address Christ with entreaty and invitation, this more contemplative text
considers how an individual prepares for and responds to Christ’s coming.  It also brings together a
recollection of the First Coming with an anticipation of the Second Coming.

104-o lord how.mus, Page 1
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You Shall Go Out with Joy
The Trees of the Field

GOD’S COVENANT WITH ISRAEL

80

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Text and Music © 1975 Lillenas Publishing Co. (admin. Music Services)

THE TREES OF THE FIELD
Irregular 

This text paraphrases Isaiah 55:12, which is generally understood to describe a “second exodus,” this time
from Babylon rather than from Egypt. This release of God’s people and their return to their own land gives
rise to a joyful celebration involving all creation.

*Clap hands.
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