
CHRIST MEMORIAL 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

First Sunday of Advent 

November 30, 2025 

GATHERING 

Prelude “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” Mark Hayes 
  Tune HYFRYDOL by Rowland H. 

Prichard (1811-1887). 2010. 

Welcome and Announcements    Rev. Janna VanderWoude 

**Passing of the Peace 
Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

Opening Prayer  Liturgist Joyce Danzig 

Call to Worship/Lighting of the Advent Candles         Zordan-Millard Family 

Prayer in Song - # 89, v. 1,3    “For You, O Lord, My Soul in Stillness Waits” 



  Call to Confession 

Shared Prayer of Confession 
    L:    Merciful God, always with us, always coming: 

 You are a God of possibility, 
 promising a future we can’t yet imagine, 

        calling us forward when we are paralyzed by fear and self-interest. 
 All:  We confess we do not know how to prepare for your Advent. 
 L:     We have forgotten how to hope in miracles; 

 We have ignored the promise of your kingdom; 
         We get distracted by the busyness of the season and disordered priorities. 
  All: We hardly know how to hope. 

 Come to us anew.  By your grace and Spirit at work in us assist us to receive you and learn from you. 
  Merciful God, always with us, always coming—we give thanks for your promises and possibilities.  Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 
L:  “The time is coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will fulfill my gracious promise…. and this is what he 
       shall be called: The Lord himself is our righteousness.” Together we declare Good News:  
All: Trusting in God’s forgiveness, we go forward into new life. Thanks be to God! 

**Response - # 110, v.3     “Love Has Come ” 
  Love has come and never will leave us! Love is life everlasting and free 

    Love is Jesus within and among us. Love is the peace our hearts are seeking. 
  Love!  Love! Love is the gift of Christmas. Praise to you, God on high! 

GROWING IN GOD’S WORD 
The Word in Music Is Your Heart Prepared for a King?    Robert Lau 

Harold Flammer Music, Shawnee Press, 1983 

Time for All God’s Children    Chad Board 
*Please note that any children who come forward to the chancel will likely be seen on the worship livestream.

Children ages preschool—third grade are dismissed to Sunday Experience. 

Prayer for Illumination   Liturgist  Joyce Danzig 

Gospel Text John 11:25-27    Liturgist Joyce Danzig 

Hebrew Bible Text Isaiah 5:1-7; 11:1-5   Rev. Janna VanderWoude 

Sermon Leaf on a Stump   Rev. Janna VanderWoude 

**Hymn of Response - # 94, v.1, 3   “Now the Heavens Start to Whisper” 
(Sung today to the familiar tune of #611, “Joyful, Joyful we Adore Thee”) 

  Prayers of the People (ending with the Lord’s Prayer, p.35 in the Hymnal) 



EUCHARIST—OUR GRATITUDE AND TRUST IN GOD’S PROMISES 
Invitation to the Offering           

Offertory  “Emmanuel”   

      Joyce Danzig 

Steven Angrisano 
 2013 

We invite you to use the time of the Offertory to reflect and to pray silently, offering thanks for God’s goodness, 
and commitment of ourselves for declaring that the God who creates also re-creates. making all things new. 

**Offering Song - # 113 “God of Great and God of Small, with Gloria” 
  (sung to “Angels We Have Heard on High” 

God of great, and God of small; God of one and God of all 
God of weak and God of strong; God to whom all things belong: 

Glo---ria, in excelsis Deo; Glo---ria, in excelsis Deo.  

**Prayer of Dedication and Discipleship    Joyce Danzig 

   **Sending Song - # 765 “May the God of Hope Go With Us Everyday” 

   **Charge and Blessing 

   Postlude “The Huron Carol: 'Twas in the Moon of Wintertime”  Traditional Canadian 
Arranged by Jennifer Linn. 
2022 

Art Attributions 
The art today is very commonly found in association with this text from Isaiah.  It is of unknown origin. 

Liturgy Attribution 
Portions of the liturgy are adapted from Bibleworm Narrative 

Lectionary resources, Rev. Teri Peterson, Scotland



Isaiah 5:1-7                                                                   Texts for the Week  

Let me sing for my loved one 
    a love song for his vineyard. 
My loved one had a vineyard on a fertile hillside. 
2 He dug it, 
    cleared away its stones, 
    planted it with excellent vines, 
    built a tower inside it, 
    and dug out a wine vat in it. 
He expected it to grow good grapes— 
    but it grew rotten grapes. 
3 So now, you who live in Jerusalem, you people of Judah, 
    judge between me and my vineyard: 
4 What more was there to do for my vineyard 
    that I haven’t done for it? 
When I expected it to grow good grapes, 
    why did it grow rotten grapes? 
5 Now let me tell you what I’m doing to my vineyard. 
I’m removing its hedge, 
    so it will be destroyed. 
I’m breaking down its walls, 
    so it will be trampled. 
6 I’ll turn it into a ruin; 
    it won’t be pruned or hoed, 
    and thorns and thistles will grow up. 
I will command the clouds not to rain on it. 
7 The vineyard of the LORD of heavenly forces is the house of Israel, 
    and the people of Judah are the plantings in which God delighted. 
God expected justice, but there was bloodshed; 
    righteousness, but there was a cry of distress!
  
Isaiah 11:1-5 (CEB)
1A shoot will grow up from the stump of Jesse; 
    a branch will sprout from his roots. 
2 The LORD’s spirit will rest upon him, 
    a spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
    a spirit of planning and strength, 
    a spirit of knowledge and fear of the LORD. 
3 He will delight in fearing the LORD. 
  He won’t judge by appearances, 

4 He will judge the needy with righteousness, 
  and decide with equity for those who suffer  
            In the land. 
He will strike the violent with the rod of his mouth; 
     by the breath of his lips he will kill the wicked. 
5 Righteousness will be the belt around his hips, 
    and faithfulness the belt around his waist. 

                                                                                                                                    
 

 

John 11:25-27 
25 Jesus said to Martha, “I am 
the resurrection and the life. 
Whoever believes in me will 
live, even though they 
die. 26 Everyone who lives and 
believes in me will never die. 
Do you believe this?” 

27 She replied, “Yes, Lord, I 
believe that you are the Christ, 
God’s Son, the one who is 
coming into the world.” 



Thank you to John Kim and Zoe Kim for providing audio support this week!
Thank you to Neil Danzig for operating the sanctuary cameras this week!

CCLI Copyright License #1280964; streaming license #20314021
SongSelect Premium license # RG20-1496988
One License # A-719136

Announcements and Upcoming Events

Fifth Sunday
The 5th Sunday offering collected TODAY will be given to Grassroots Crisis Intervention Center.  Grassroots is 
the sponsor of both the Cold Weather Shelter and Route One Day Resource Center where CMPC provides 
dinners once a month.

Grassroots provides 24-hour access to quality behavioral health, crisis intervention and homeless services to 
individual and family consumers in need. These are families, individuals and children who find themselves 
without a place to sleep.

These are co-workers, schoolmates, friends and even family who may be contemplating suicide. These are 
members of the community who are experiencing a crisis and are seeking help, crisis intervention counseling, 
and sometimes a roof over their heads. Your support, prayers, and generosity are greatly appreciated.

Welcome Jeremi!
On this first Sunday of the new Christian year, we celebrate 
the coming of Jeremi Lukanus, our new accompanist here at 
Christ Memorial Church!  Many of you have had the pleasure 
of meeting Jeremi as he has visited and worshiped with us on 
recent Sundays, but today it is official!
Jeremi comes to us from Poland but has lived in the States for 
a number of years, completing a degree in Piano performance 
from East Tennessee State University in Johnsonville TN where 
he also served as accompanist at a local Presbyterian church.  
Jeremi is currently enrolled in an advanced degree program at 
Peabody Conservatory in Baltimore. 
Jeremi has won numerous prizes for piano performance.  You 
can learn more about his musical skills here:  Jeremi will be accompanying the choir under 

the direction of Nick Zurowski, and will also 
be sharing the musical accompaniment and 
worship service role with Nick.  We are excited 
to have him with us and trust you will offer a 
warm and enthusiastic welcome!



Please help us to decorate the sanctuary with poinsettia for Christmas Eve.  Each plant is $18.95. Orders will 
be taken through December 8th at noon.  You may order through the link below, or by contacting the church 
office (office@cmpcusa.org or 410-997-8011).  No paper copies will be handed out this year.



& b jœ œ œ
For you, O

AmRefrain

.œ jœ œ œ œ œ
Lord, my soul in still ness

Dm F G

˙
U

waits;

A

jœ œ
jœ œ œ œ

tru ly my hope is in

B b C Am7

w
you.

Dm
Fine

- -

& b Ó ‰ jœ œ œ

1
2
3

4
5
6 Here

Come,
O
O
O
O

we
let

Key
Root

Spring
Lord

shall
us
of
of
of
of

Dm Am .œ
Jœ œn œ œ œ

meet
bow

Knowl
Life,
Joy,

Light,

the
be

edge,
im

rain
our

Mak
fore

guide
plant
down

on

er
the
us

your
up
ly

of
God

in
seed
on

hope

the
who
our
with
our
of

Dm Am

œ œ

heav
made

in
spir
glo

ens,
us;

us,
its;
ry,

.œ œ

pil grim age;

Dm

- -
-

-
- -

- -
- -

- -

& b ‰ jœ œ œ

Cre
let

and
our

we

your

a
ev

in
thirst

ra

ev

tor
ery

your
y

diance

er

Am .œ
Jœ œn œ œ œ

of
heart

ad
hearts
shines

seek,

the
be

vent,
are
in

yet

moun
o

draw
yearn

all

un

tains
pened

us
ing

who

ful

and
to

all
for

look

filled

the
the

to
your

to

re

Dm Am

˙ ‰ jœ œ œ

seas,
Lord,

you,
word;
you;

main;

Lord
for

our
come,
come,

o

of
we

hope
make
light

pen

the
are

re
us
the

to

Dm Am

-
-

-
- -

-

- - -

- -
-

-
-

-

& b .œ jœ œ œ œ œ

stars,
all

born
whole,

us

hearts

and
the

in
be
of

the

pres
peo

dy
com
all

path

ent
ple

ing
fort
in

way

to
of

and
to

dark

of

us
God’s

in
our
and

your

Dm Am

œ œ Ó

now.
hand.

ris
hearts.
shad

peace.
ing.

ow.

G C Am7

˙ œ œ
œ œ

Dm Am

˙ jœ

Dm
to Refrain

-
-

- -
-

-

-

For You, O Lord, My Soul
in Stillness Waits
My Soul in Stillness Waits

JESUS CHRIST: ADVENT

89

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT and MUSIC: Marty Haugen, 1982
Text and Music © 1982 GIA Publications, Inc.

MY SOUL IN STILLNESS WAITS
Irregular

With a paraphrase of Psalm 62:5 as a refrain, this Advent text adapts four of the “Great O” antiphons (all of
which can be seen in no. 88), combining them with a paraphrase of Psalm 95:6–7 and an echo of a medieval
hymn. This rich blend yields a wealth of imagery and meaning.

089-for you o-671.mus, Page 1
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Now the Heavens Start to Whisper
JESUS CHRIST: ADVENT

94

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Mary Louise Bringle, 2005
MUSIC: Alexander Johnson’s Tennessee Harmony, 1818; harm. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978
Text © 2006 GIA Publications, Inc.
Music Harm. © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship (admin. Augsburg Fortress)

JEFFERSON
8.7.8.7.D

This Advent text artfully interweaves what is hidden and what is revealed, primarily in the coming of the
long-awaited Messiah. But Christ himself taught us about another hidden truth, his presence in the “least of
these” (Matthew 25:40, 45), whom we are also called to welcome.

094-now 095-prepare.mus, Page 1
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JESUS CHRIST: ADVENT

95Prepare the Way of the Lord

*May be sung as a canon.

All three synoptic gospels identify John the Baptist as the forerunner of the Messiah (Matthew 3:3/Mark
1:2–3/Luke 3:4) in accord with Isaiah’s prophecy (Isaiah 40:3b). Because the latter part of the text (Isaiah
52:10b) has yet to be accomplished, this is still our mission today.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Taizé Community, 1984
MUSIC: Jacques Berthier, 1984
Text and Music © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé (admin. GIA Publications, Inc.)

PREPARE THE WAY
7.7.6.7

094-now 095-prepare.mus, Page 2
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JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Alvin Schutmaat, 1984
MUSIC: Argentine folk melody

This Argentine folk melody sets Spanish and English words, both created by a PC(USA) missionary with
much Latin American experience. The two versions complement each other: the Spanish text offering a
prayer to God, and the English one providing inspiration for the singers.

ARGENTINA
11.11.11.11 with refrain

May the God of Hope Go with Us
Song of Hope / Canto de esperanza

765
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