Christ Memorial Presbyterian Church
Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost: LOGOS Sunday
November 16, 2025

GATHERING
Processional and Joyful Dance Arr. Margaret R. Tucker

Prelude
The Prelude is offered for us today by the ROCK Bell Choir, led by Sally Berlowitz.

Welcome and Announcements Pastor Janna VanderWoude

Passing of the Peace
Leader: The peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

Great Big Beautiful World Words and Music Ron Hamilton
Majesty Music, 2010

Opening Song —

The Opening Song is shared with us today by the FROG Choir, led by Tom Engle



**Call to Worship Eileen F, Ally G, ColinT and Jacob G
One: Come, you who want to worship God with your hearts and lives.
One: Come, you who serve God without question, and you who question God's faithfulness.
One: Come, you who have it easy and you who need rescuing.
All:  We come, wanting to glorify God, and enjoy God forever.
We come, trusting God is with us in the good times and when faith is hard.
We come, because God is faithful and calls forth our faithfulness.

Gathering Song Here | Am to Worship (lyrics on Texts for the Week insert)
Call to Confession

Common Prayer of Confession Pastor Janna VanderWoude
L: God who is present to us and with us, we come to glorify you in our worship and praise,

and you call us to glorify you with our everyday lives.
A: We confess that we are sometimes not brave enough to claim our trust in you.

We admit that we find it easier to go along to get along, to not stand up or stand out.
L: By your Spirit, encourage us to live into the names you have given us: Worthy. Beloved.
A: Set us free from fear that holds us back from following you more faithfully,

and guide us in building lives that honor you, even when that costs us something.

We ask in the name of Jesus,

who was obedient even when it meant doing hard things,

who stands with us and rescues us in our fearfulness,

who leads us into abundant life. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon

L: Hear this good news! God doesn’t promise to keep us safe from harm’s way, or from influences that
would tear us away from honoring him. Here’s what we're promised: When we are struggling or in
trouble, God shows up. God will be present with us. We're shown that most clearly in Jesus, who put
himself in opposition to others, and in harm’s way on the cross. But through it all he trusted God,
believing God would be present to him and through him. And so we are baptized into the name of
Jesus, and we look to him.

P: Trusting in God's forgiveness, we go forward into new life. Thanks be to God!

**Response -647 Give Thanks (no repeats)
p p

GROWING IN GOD’SWORD

The Word in Music God is Calling Us Words and Music Natalie Sleeth
Arr. JA Shafferman, Lorenz Publishing,2008

Time for All God’s Children Liz Perraud
Prayer for lllumination Liturgist Ellie Jones

Gospel Text John 18:33b, 36-37 Liturgist Ellie Jones



Hebrew Bible Text for the Day: Daniel 3
A Storytelling Drama for All God'’s Children

This storytelling time is invented from the Common English Bible translation and The Message

Pastor Janna offers her thanks for the participation of those in ROCK and FISH, along with those
from the congregation, who are willing to imperil their dignity for the purpose of telling a great story.
(words on Texts for the Week Insert)

Hymn of Response- Everlasting God

Prayers of the People (ending with the Lord’s Prayer, p.35 in Hymnal)

EUCHARIST—OUR GRATITUDE AND TRUST IN GOD’S PROMISES

Invitation to the Offering Elder Allison Miller

IAm A Child of God NaomiWard Randall and Mildred Tanner Pettit
Arr by Bonnie Heidenreich

Offertory

We invite you to use the time of the Offertory to reflect and to pray silently, offering thanks for God’s goodness, and commitment of
ourselves for declaring that the God who creates also re-creates. making all things new.

There are numerous ways to give to the work of CMPC. Offering plates will be passed through the pews during the offertory for checks or cash to be left
today. Cards with a QR code that will direct you to our online giving page are located in the pew racks. Donations can always be mailed to the church at
any time using the address on the back page of the bulletin. Thank you for your support!

**Doxology-710 We Lift our Voice (We are an Offering)
We lift our voices, we lift our hands; We lift our lives up to you: we are an offering
Lord, use our voices; Lord use our hands; Lord, use our lives, they are yours: we are an offering:
All that we have, all that we are, all that we hope to be, we give to you, we give to you.
We lift our voices; we lift our hands; We lift our lives up to you, we are an offering; we are an offering.

**Prayer of Dedication and Discipleship Elder Allison Miller

SENDING

**Sending Song- 853 We Are Marching in the Light of God (Siyahamba)
v.1 “We are marching” v.2 “*We are singing” v.3 “We are praising”
Enjoy using the instruments! As you leave, please bring them out and place them in the baskets at
the doorways.

Blessing and Charge

Conrad Kocher

For the Beauty of the Earth
Arr. Victor Labenske

Postlude

Art Attribution
In the Fiery Furnace, 2013
by Artist Chris Cook, Madison, GA Chris Cook Artist



TEXTS FOR THE WEEK

Daniel 3, CEB John 18:33b,36-37 (CEB)
King Nebuchadnezzar made a gold statue. It was ninety feet high and
nine feet wide. He set it up in the Dura Valley in the province of 33 pijlate summoned Jesus and
Babylon. ?King Nebuchadnezzar then ordered the chief administrators, asked, “Are you the king of the
ministers, governors, counselors, treasurers, judges, magistrates, and all Jews?”
the provincial officials to assemble and come for the dedication of the
statue that he had set up. 3 So the chief administrators, ministers, 36 Jesus replied, "My kingdom
governors, counselors, treasurers, judges, magistrates, and all the doesn't originate from this world.
provincial officials assembled for the dedication of the statue that King If it did, my guards would fight so
Nebuchadnezzar had set up. They stood in front of the statue the king that | wouldn't have been
had set up.  The herald proclaimed loudly: “Peoples, nations, and arrested by the Jewish leaders.
languages! This is what you must do: > When you hear the sound of the My kingdom isn't from here.”
horn, pipe, zither, lyre, harp, flute, and every kind of instrument, you
must bow down and worship the gold statue that King 37So you are a king?” Pilate said.
Nebuchadnezzar has set up. ® Anyone who will not bow down and
worship will be immediately thrown into a furnace of flaming fire.” ” So Jesus answered, "You say that |
because of this order as soon as they heard the sound of the horn, am a king. | was born and came
pipe, zither, lyre, harp, flute, and every kind of instrument, all the into the world for this reason: to
peoples, nations, and languages bowed down and worshipped the gold testify to the truth. Whoever
statue that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. accepts the truth listens to my

voice.”

& At that moment some Chaldeans came forward, seizing a chance to S

attack the Jews. ? They said to King Nebuchadnezzar: “Long live the
king! ' Your Majesty, you gave a command that everyone who hears the sound of the horn, pipe, zither, lyre, harp,
flute, and every kind of instrument should bow down and worship the gold statue. *' Anyone who wouldn't bow
and worship would be thrown into a furnace of flaming fire. "> Now there are some Jews, ones you appointed to
administer the province of Babylon—specifically, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego—who have ignored your
command. They don’t serve your gods, and they don't worship the gold statue you've set up.”

¥|n a violent rage Nebuchadnezzar ordered them to bring Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. They
were brought before the king. " Nebuchadnezzar said to them: “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego: Is it true
that you don't serve my gods or worship the gold statue I've set up? **If you are now ready to do so, bow down
and worship the gold statue I've made when you hear the sound of horn, pipe, zither, lyre, harp, flute, and every
kind of instrument. But if you won't worship it, you will be thrown straight into the furnace of flaming fire. Then
what god will rescue you from my power?”
' Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered King Nebuchadnezzar: “We don't need to answer your
question. ' If our God—the one we serve—is able to rescue us from the furnace of flaming fire and from your
power, Your Majesty, then let him rescue us. '® But if he doesn't, know this for certain, Your Majesty: we will never
serve your gods or worship the gold statue you've set up.” ' Nebuchadnezzar was filled with rage, and his face
twisted beyond recognition because of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. In response he commanded that the
furnace be heated to seven times its normal heat. 2° He told some of the strongest men in his army to bind
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and throw them into the furnace of flaming fire. 2' So Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego were bound, still dressed in all their clothes, and thrown into the furnace of flaming fire. (** Now
the king's command had been rash, and the furnace was heated to such an extreme that the fire's flame killed
the very men who carried Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego to it.) 2 So these three men, Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego, fell, bound, into the furnace of flaming fire.



24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar jumped up in shock and said to his associates, “Didn’t we throw three men,
bound, into the fire?” The associates answered the king, “Certainly, Your Majesty.

%5 He replied, “Look! | see four men, unbound, walking around inside the fire, and they aren't hurt! And the
fourth one looks like one of the gods.” 26 Nebuchadnezzar went near the opening of the furnace of flaming fire and
said, "Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!” Then Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego came out of the fire. # The chief administrators, ministers, governors, and the king's
associates crowded around to look at them. The fire hadn’t done anything to them: their hair wasn't singed; their
garments looked the same as before; they didn't even smell like fire!

28 Nebuchadnezzar declared: “May the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be praised! He sent his
messenger to rescue his servants who trusted him. They ignored the king's order, sacrificing their bodies, because
they wouldn't serve or worship any god but their God. ?° | now issue a decree to every people, nation, and
language: whoever speaks disrespectfully about Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego’s God will be torn limb from
limb and their house made a trash heap, because there is no other god who can rescue like this.” *® Then the king
made Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego prosperous in the province of Babylon.

Here | Am to Worship Everlasting God
v.1 Light of the world Our strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord
You stepped down into darkness We will wait upon the Lord
Opened my eyes, let me see We will wait upon the Lord
Beauty that made this heart adore You (2X)
Hope of a life spent with You Our God, You reign fore-ver

Our hope, our strong deli-verer

REFRAIN
Here | am to worship,
Here | am to bow down,

Here | am to say that You’re my God
You’re altogether lovely
Altogether worthy,
Altogether wonderful to me

You are the everlasting God
the everlasting God
You do not faint, you won’t grow weary
You are defender of the weak
You comfort those in need
You lift us up on wings like eagles

Our strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord

v.2 King of all days
Oh, so highly exalted
Glorious in Heaven above
Humbly You came
To the earth You created
All for Love’s sake became poor

REFRAIN

I’ll never know how much it cost
To see my sin upon that cross
(4x)

REFRAIN

We will wait upon the Lord
We will wait upon the Lord
(2X)

Our God, You reign fore-ver
Our hope, our strong deli-verer

You are the everlasting God
the everlasting God
You do not faint, you won’t grow weary
You are defender of the weak
You comfort those in need
You lift us up on wings like eagles

Our strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord
We will wait upon the Lord
We will wait upon the Lord
(2X)



Thank you to John Kim and Zoe Kim for providing audio support this week!
Thank you to Neil Danzig for operating the sanctuary cameras this week!

CCLI Copyright License #1280964; streaming license #20314021
SongSelect Premium license # RG20-1496988
One License # A-719136

Announcements and Upcoming Events

Cold Weather Shelter

CMPC will provide meals and servers for the Cold Weather Shelter between Dec 29 and January 3.
If your group or families would like to volunteer, please contact Kathy Koch at
kathrynakoch@hotmail.com with specifics and/or questions. Thank you.

2026 Stewardship Campaign - Let’s Step Up!

God continues to richly bless our congregation in new and unexpected ways. As we seek to discern God’s
plans for our congregation through our search for our next installed pastor and our plans to grow our
ministry within and outside of our walls, we ask for your continued support in our 2026 Stewardship
Campaign.

This year, we ask that you prayerfully and thoughtfully continue your financial support for the work of our
congregation and evaluate the opportunity to step up to a higher level of giving.

You can make a pledge online using the QR code or you can fill out a paper pledge card and place it in the
offering plate.

We ask that you submit your 2026 pledge by November 23rd.




This year the CMPC Angel Tree will cover several opportunities for giving:

In NOVEMBER we will be collecting TOYS FOR TOTS through November 26. A large box will be in the lower
entry way of the church. More info about other opportunities is in the Friday e-news.

Collection of Toys between the ages of 0-12!

CHRISTMAS
ToY DRIVE
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Update from the Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) October 29, 2025

Happy Fall from the PNC! We have reviewed over 70 candidate profiles and started our first round of interviews
via Zoom. The process is very interesting, and we are seeing a wide range of candidates with varying levels

of experience. Although we are off to a good start, we want to be sure that we are reaching far and wide for

a good match. We have advertised the position at a few seminaries and are considering posting the position

in some Presbyterian publications. As you probably know, many job candidates come by word of mouth, so
please reach out to your network and share that we are looking for a pastor. You are our best ambassadors of
CMPC!

We continue to have regular devotional times in our meetings, sharing joys and concerns as we do our work,
and we ask for and appreciate your prayers. Thank you!



s lime fou

Please help us to decorate the sanctuary with poinsettia for Christmas Eve. Each plantis $18.95. Orders will
be taken through December 8th at noon. You may order through the link below, or by contacting the church
office (office@cmpcusa.org or 410-997-8011). No paper copies will be handed out this year.

8th and 9th Graders: Would you like to “Confirm” your Baptism?

...Then Christ Memorial Presbyterian Church invites you to consider enrolling in the upcoming

“Confirmation Class”for 2026! This year’s class is being taught by Pastor Janna, and will be offered on Sunday after-
noon/evening (time to be decided) beginning on Sunday, January 11 and ending February 22 (continuing into March
if an available retreat option is excluded).

The 2026 class is encouraged to consider participation in a“Confirmation Retreat” at Massanetta Springs

Conference Center in Virginia, along with other PC-USA churches from Baltimore Presbytery and others. The retreat is
being held on January 30-February 1. Cost would be shared between families and CMPC, and

scholarships are available as needed. A link to the retreat can be found here:

Confirmation Retreat — Massanetta Springs

Youth and families are encouraged to contact Pastor Janna at pastorjanna@cmpcusa,org for further
information or to enroll in the class.



Who's Who in the Pews: An occasional feature from the Membership and Hospitality Committee to help
worshipers get to know one another.

Tom And Sarah Trodden

Tom and Sarah Trodden met in 2008 and were married at Christ
Memorial in 2010. They moved to Fulton that same year and still
reside there with their two daughters, Riley and Joey.

Both are lifelong Maryland residents. Sarah, who is the daughter
of longtime members Dave and Jan Keister, grew up in Columbia
with her younger brother John, while Tom was born and raised in
Lanham, which is in Prince George’s County.

Sarah attended LOGOS and joined the church in 2002 as a
confirmand, while Tom began attending church with Sarah in
2008 and officially joined in 2019.

Sarah, who has been a teacher for 15 years at Northfield
Elementary School in Ellicott City, frequently hosts the Moment
with the Children during Sunday worship services. Sarah and Tom
recently enjoyed being co-directors for four years of FISH, which
is a LOGOS youth program at CMPC that stands for Fellowship in
Senior High.

Tom, who has served as an officer in the Howard County Police
Department for nearly 22 years, is serving his sixth year as a
Deacon. Sarah has previously served as a Deacon and is currently
an at-large member of the Christian Education Committee run by
the Session.

Riley, who will be 12 on Nov. 18, and Joey, who is 8, were baptized
at CMPC, attended the church preschool and have been active in
the LOGOS program since they were old enough to attend, their
parents said.

All four members of the Trodden family are huge hockey fans.
The family cheers for the Washington Capitals and Tom plays on
a hockey team comprised of police officers and firefighters from
Howard County. Sarah was named the Washington Capitals
Teacher of the Year in 2023!

Tom and Sarah also spend a lot of time cheering on Riley and Joey
at their soccer and basketball games. The couple likes to read all
kinds of books and enjoy playing with their kids and two dogs.

Both parents agree that their fondest CMPC memory is raising
their daughters in the church. Seeing them baptized, attend the
preschool and participate in LOGOS through the years “has
generated one great memory after another” They are grateful for
the village they have found at CMPC.




TEXTS FOR THE WEEK

Daniel 3, CEB John 18:33b,36-37 (CEB)
King Nebuchadnezzar made a gold statue. It was ninety feet high and
nine feet wide. He set it up in the Dura Valley in the province of 33 pilate summoned Jesus and
Babylon. ?King Nebuchadnezzar then ordered the chief administrators, asked, “Are you the king of the
ministers, governors, counselors, treasurers, judges, magistrates, and all Jews?”
the provincial officials to assemble and come for the dedication of the
statue that he had set up. 3 So the chief administrators, ministers, 36 Jesus replied, “My kingdom
governors, counselors, treasurers, judges, magistrates, and all the doesn't originate from this world.
provincial officials assembled for the dedication of the statue that King If it did, my guards would fight so
Nebuchadnezzar had set up. They stood in front of the statue the king that | wouldn't have been
had set up.  The herald proclaimed loudly: “Peoples, nations, and arrested by the Jewish leaders.
languages! This is what you must do: > When you hear the sound of the My kingdom isn't from here.”
horn, pipe, zither, lyre, harp, flute, and every kind of instrument, you
must bow down and worship the gold statue that King 37So you are a king?” Pilate said.
Nebuchadnezzar has set up. ® Anyone who will not bow down and
worship will be immediately thrown into a furnace of flaming fire.” ” So Jesus answered, "You say that |
because of this order as soon as they heard the sound of the horn, am a king. | was born and came
pipe, zither, lyre, harp, flute, and every kind of instrument, all the into the world for this reason: to
peoples, nations, and languages bowed down and worshipped the gold testify to the truth. Whoever
statue that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. accepts the truth listens to my

voice.”

& At that moment some Chaldeans came forward, seizing a chance to S

attack the Jews. ? They said to King Nebuchadnezzar: “Long live the
king! ' Your Majesty, you gave a command that everyone who hears the sound of the horn, pipe, zither, lyre, harp,
flute, and every kind of instrument should bow down and worship the gold statue. *' Anyone who wouldn't bow
and worship would be thrown into a furnace of flaming fire. "> Now there are some Jews, ones you appointed to
administer the province of Babylon—specifically, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego—who have ignored your
command. They don’t serve your gods, and they don't worship the gold statue you've set up.”

¥|n a violent rage Nebuchadnezzar ordered them to bring Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. They
were brought before the king. " Nebuchadnezzar said to them: “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego: Is it true
that you don't serve my gods or worship the gold statue I've set up? **If you are now ready to do so, bow down
and worship the gold statue I've made when you hear the sound of horn, pipe, zither, lyre, harp, flute, and every
kind of instrument. But if you won't worship it, you will be thrown straight into the furnace of flaming fire. Then
what god will rescue you from my power?”
16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered King Nebuchadnezzar: “We don't need to answer your
question. ' If our God—the one we serve—is able to rescue us from the furnace of flaming fire and from your
power, Your Majesty, then let him rescue us. '® But if he doesn't, know this for certain, Your Majesty: we will never
serve your gods or worship the gold statue you've set up.” ' Nebuchadnezzar was filled with rage, and his face
twisted beyond recognition because of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. In response he commanded that the
furnace be heated to seven times its normal heat. 2° He told some of the strongest men in his army to bind
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and throw them into the furnace of flaming fire. 2! So Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego were bound, still dressed in all their clothes, and thrown into the furnace of flaming fire. (** Now
the king’s command had been rash, and the furnace was heated to such an extreme that the fire's flame killed
the very men who carried Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego to it.) 2 So these three men, Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego, fell, bound, into the furnace of flaming fire.



24Then King Nebuchadnezzar jumped up in shock and said to his associates, “Didn’t we throw three men,
bound, into the fire?” The associates answered the king, “Certainly, Your Majesty.

%5 He replied, “Look! | see four men, unbound, walking around inside the fire, and they aren't hurt! And the
fourth one looks like one of the gods.” 26 Nebuchadnezzar went near the opening of the furnace of flaming fire and
said, "Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!” Then Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego came out of the fire. 2T The chief administrators, ministers, governors, and the king's
associates crowded around to look at them. The fire hadn’t done anything to them: their hair wasn't singed; their
garments looked the same as before; they didn't even smell like fire!

28 Nebuchadnezzar declared: “May the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be praised! He sent his
messenger to rescue his servants who trusted him. They ignored the king's order, sacrificing their bodies, because
they wouldn't serve or worship any god but their God. ?° | now issue a decree to every people, nation, and
language: whoever speaks disrespectfully about Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego’s God will be torn limb from
limb and their house made a trash heap, because there is no other god who can rescue like this.” 3*® Then the king
made Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego prosperous in the province of Babylon.

Here | Am to Worship Everlasting God
v.1 Light of the world Our strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord
You stepped down into darkness We will wait upon the Lord
Opened my eyes, let me see We will wait upon the Lord
Beauty that made this heart adore You (2X)
Hope of a life spent with You Our God, You reign fore-ver

Our hope, our strong deli-verer

REFRAIN
Here | am to worship,
Here | am to bow down,
Here | am to say that You’re my God
You’re altogether lovely
Altogether worthy,

You are the everlasting God
the everlasting God
You do not faint, you won’t grow weary
You are defender of the weak
You comfort those in need

Altogether wonderful to me

v.2 King of all days
Oh, so highly exalted
Glorious in Heaven above
Humbly You came
To the earth You created
All for Love’s sake became poor

REFRAIN

I'll never know how much it cost
To see my sin upon that cross
(4x)

REFRAIN

You lift us up on wings like eagles

Our strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord
We will wait upon the Lord
We will wait upon the Lord
(2X)
Our God, You reign fore-ver
Our hope, our strong deli-verer

You are the everlasting God
the everlasting God
You do not faint, you won’t grow weary
You are defender of the weak
You comfort those in need
You lift us up on wings like eagles

Our strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord
We will wait upon the Lord
We will wait upon the Lord
(2X)



TRUSTING IN THE PROMISES OF GOD

853 We Are Marching in the Light of God
Siyahamba
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we are march-ing in the light of God.
si - ya-hamb” e - ku - kha-nyen” kwen - khos’.

This lively Zulu/Xhosa freedom song originated in a Methodist young men’s group in South Africa and has
gone on to become popular in many other languages around the globe. Some additional stanzas are
suggested, but others may be improvised as appropriate to the occasion.

TEXT: South African; English trans. Gracia Grindal, 1984 SIYAHAMBA
MUSIC: South African; arr. Freedom Is Coming, 1984 Irregular
English Trans. and Music Arr. © 1984 Utryck (admin. Walton Music Corp.)



TRUSTING IN THE PROMISES OF GOD
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Additional stanzas ad lib.:
We are dancing...
We are praying...
We are singing...
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