CHRIST MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST SEPTEMBER
14, 2025



GATHERING

Prelude Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us William Bradbury
2007 Shawnee Press, Inc.

Welcome and Announcements Pastor Janna VanderWoude

Passing of the Peace
Leader: The peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

**Call to Worship Liturgist Sue Ashman
One: Pause here. Rest a minute. Pay attention: This is holy ground!
All: How can we know if God is present here?
One: Pause here. Listen: God is giving a blessing!
All: How can we know if the blessing is true?
One: Pause here...let down your guard and open your heart: The God of all creation is here.
All: Surely the Lord is in this place — this is none other than God'’s house!

**Gathering Hymn - 406 We Are Standing on Holy Ground (2x)

Call to Confession

Common Prayer of Confession
L:  You promised, O God,
that through your chosen people all the families of the earth would be blessed.
P: We confess that we have not often thought of ourselves
as the ones reflecting and echoing your blessing into the world.
L: Welove toreceive your blessing,
and we love to decide who else we think is worthy to receive it.
But we withhold more often than we share;
we look for ways to manipulate situations to our own advantage,
and to our own expectations about how things should turn out.
P: Forgive us when we not only miss your presence because we weren‘t looking,
but also insist no one can see you if we don't.
Forgive us when we try to keep your blessing within our boundaries,
rather than letting you work.
All: Awaken us to the truth that you are present in places we never expected,
that you are even now pouring out your abundant life to the whole world.
Awaken us to the truth that you desire your blessing for all to come to this world through us.
We ask in the name of Jesus the Christ, your promise in the flesh. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon
L: Wherever .....know that you are forgiven, and live from Love's blessing.
P: Trusting in God's forgiveness, we go forward into new life. Thanks be to God!



**Response -608

Time for All God’s Children
Prayer for lllumination
Gospel Text

Hebrew Bible Text
Sermon

Hymn of Response-69y4

Praise God from whom All Blessings Flow
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise Christ, all people here below;
praise Holy Spirit evermore;
praise Triune God, whom we adore.

GROWING IN GOD'S WORD

Pastor Janna
Liturgist Sue Ashman
John 1:47-51 Liturgist Sue Ashman
Genesis 27:1-4, 15-23; 28:10-17
To Become a Blessing Rev. Janna VanderWoude

Great God of Every Blessing

Reception of New Members and Blessings Rev. VanderWoude and Members of the Session

Presentation of New Members

Received by Letter of Transfer: Chris and Michelle Slingluff, Greg and Jeanne Millard

Received by Profession of Faith: Nathan Slingluff

Received by Re-Affirmation of Faith: Tim and Tina Helble, Beth Buck, Juliet-Ann Ngassa and ShaSha Behl

Profession of Faith

Those being presented as new members are invited to Profess their Faith. The questions are on p.20 of the hymnal.

Prayers of the People

**The Apostle’s Creed (Hymnal, p.35, all )

Prayer and Re-Affirmation of Baptism

Welcome



EUCHARIST—OUR GRATITUDE AND TRUST IN GOD'S PROMISES

Mission Encouragement Dustin and Holly Garner
Invitation to the Offering Elder Sue Ashman
Offertory Gavotte by Gregory-Barge

Flute Duet by Lindsey and Zoe Kim

1993 Hal Leonard Publishing Corporation

We invite you to use the time of the Offertory to reflect and to pray silently, offering thanks for God’s goodness,
and commitment of ourselves for declaring that the God who creates also re-creates. making all things new.

There are numerous ways to give to the work of CMPC. Offering plates will be passed through the pews during the offertory for
checks or cash to be left today. Cards with a QR code that will direct you to our online giving page are located in the pew racks.
Donations can always be mailed to the church at any time using the address on the back page of the bulletin.

**Doxology-698 Take, O Take Me as | Am
Take, O take me as | am;
summon out what | shall be;
set your seal upon my heart and live in me

**Prayer of Dedication and Discipleship Elder Sue Ashman
SENDING
**Sending Song-Hymnal 543 God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me
Blessing and Charge Rev. Janna VanderWoude
Postlude Allegro from Sonata No. 1 Felix Mendelssohn

1924 G. Schirmer, Inc.

Art Attribution
Dream of Jacob 1 © 2016 John August Swanson | Eyekons

Music Permissions



TEXTS FOR THE WEEK

Gospel Text: John 1:47-51 CEB

47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said about him, “Here is a genuine Israelite in whom
there is no deceit.”

48 Nathanael asked him, “How do you know me?”
Jesus answered, "Before Philip called you, | saw you under the fig tree.”
49 Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are God's Son. You are the king of Israel.”

%0 Jesus answered, “Do you believe because | told you that | saw you under the fig tree? You will see
greater things than these! *' | assure you that you will see heaven open and God'’s angels going up to
heaven and down to earth on the Human One.”

Genesis 27:1-4
When Isaac had grown old and his eyesight was failing, he summoned his older son Esau and said to him,

"My son?”
And Esau said, “I'm here.”

2He said, “I'm old and don't know when | will die. *So now, take your hunting gear, your bow and quiver
of arrows, go out to the field, and hunt game for me. * Make me the delicious food that | love and bring it
to me so | can eat. Then | can bless you before | die.”

Genesis 27:15-23
13> Rebekah took her older son Esau’s favorite clothes that were in the house with her, and she put them

on her younger son Jacob. '® On his arms and smooth neck she put the hide of young goats, " and the
delicious food and the bread she had made she put into her son’s hands.

'8 Jacob went to his father and said, “My father.”
And he said, “I'm here. Who are you, my son?”

' Jacob said to his father, “I'm Esau your oldest son. I've made what you asked me to. Sit up and eat
some of the game so you can bless me.”

20 |saac said to his son, “How could you find this so quickly, my son?”



He said, “The LORD your God led me right to it.”

1 |saac said to Jacob, “Come here and let me touch you, my son. Are you my son Esau or not?” # So
Jacob approached his father Isaac, and Isaac touched him and said, “The voice is Jacob’s voice, but the
arms are Esau’s arms.” #lsaac didn't recognize him because his arms were hairy like Esau’s arms, so he
blessed him.

Genesis 28:10-17
1% Jacob left Beer-sheba and set out for Haran. ' He reached a certain place and spent the night there.

When the sun had set, he took one of the stones at that place and put it near his head. Then he lay down
there. *He dreamed and saw a raised staircase, its foundation on earth and its top touching the sky, and
God's messengers were ascending and descending on it. ** Suddenly the LORD was standing on it and
saying, "l am the LORD, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac. | will give you and your
descendants the land on which you are lying. ¥ Your descendants will become like the dust of the earth;
you will spread out to the west, east, north, and south. Every family of earth will be blessed because of
you and your descendants. '* | am with you now, | will protect you everywhere you go, and | will bring
you back to this land. | will not leave you until | have done everything that | have promised you.”

'®When Jacob woke from his sleep, he thought to himself, The LORD is definitely in this place, but | didnt
know it. 7 He was terrified and thought, This sacred place is awesome. It's none other than God's house
and the entrance to heaven.

VWONDERING QUESTIONS:

e Jacob got the birthright blessing but then had to leave home because “winning” broke the
relationship with his brother and father. How do we sometimes lose when we “win"?

e | wonder if you have had moments in your life when it seemed like heaven and earth were
joining? | wonder what that might feel like?

e Have you ever “woke up” to the idea that God was in a place in your life—but you hadn't
known it? What experiences or relationships helped you wake up to God's presence?

e Jacob receives assurance that God'’s promises will be worked out through him. How do you
suppose he felt about that, since he hadn’t claimed God as his God? How do you feel about
becoming a blessing or revealing God'’s promises in your own life? How might you do that?

The Narrative Lectionary is a four-year cycle of readings: This is our second week of Year 4, centered around the
gospel of John. On the Sundays from September through May each year the texts follow the sweep of the biblical
story, from Creation through the early Christian church. During the fall, Hebrew Bible (Old Testament) texts are
the primary vehicle for proclaiming the biblical story. The gospel readings become primary texts on the Fourth
Sunday of Advent. The texts include the major episodes in Scripture. They are arranged in a narrative sequence to
help people see Scripture as a story that has coherence and a dynamic movement. The Narrative Lectionary is an
effort to unite the church in its reading of Scripture and give it much-needed structure, in a way that helps people
to become fluent in the first language of faith.




Thank you to Neil Danzig and Zoe Kim for providing audio support this week!
Thank you to Sam Thomas for operating the sanctuary cameras this week!

CCLI Copyright License #1280964; streaming license #20314021
SongSelect Premium license # RG20-1496988
One License # A-719136

Announcements and Upcoming Events

LOGOS 2025-2026

We are so excited to start another year of LOGOS here at CMPC! LOGOS is our mid-year program here at CMPC
that fills our rooms and hallways with youth and adults alike! There are four parts of LOGOS where we play
together, eat together, learn together and make music together. Youth registration is for Pre-K through 12th
grade. A nursey is available for our families with children younger than the Pre-K age who are volunteering.
October 1st is fast approaching and that is our first day of LOGOS this year! Registration is open today Sunday
August 31st!

Youth/child registration Volunteer registration




From the Nominating Committee

The Nominating Committee has begun its work of discerning which members of CMPC God is calling
to serve as Elders and Deacons, starting January 2026 for 3 year terms. Perhaps it is you! Now and in the
weeks ahead, the committee will be reaching out to members asking them (you) to consider service on
the session or diaconate. Please prayerfully consider if this is something to which you feel called or if
there is someone you think God might be preparing to serve. These are exciting times at CMPC and we
need willing and faithful leaders to guide us in and through them. Thank you in advance for prayerfully
and seriously considering the call to serve. If not you, then who! If you have questions or suggestions,
please feel free to contact the Nominating Committee chair Judy Brown at jorown10632@gmail.com.

Zoom Bible Study

Evening Zoom Bible Study will meet the last 2 Mondays each month beginning September 22.

Our topic, to begin, will be "Four Loves". Interested people can contact Kathy Koch with any questions or
for the Zoom link at KathrynKoch79@gmail.com.

Group Bible Reading
“Bible Basics”is now called “Group Bible Reading.”
This group meets on Tuesdays at 11 am in classroom 3.

“Communal reading of scripture is the spiritual practice of a group of people gathering to read or listen to the
sacred text aloud, aiming to deepen their understanding of God’s Word and build community.” The group is
currently reading Galatians. All are welcome.

The Monday Morning Women'’s Bible Study Group

Come join the Bible Study women in the study of Liz Curtis Higgs's book, Bad Girls of the Bible And What We Can
Learn From Them. The group meets from September to May on the second and fourth Monday of each month
from 9:45-11:30 a.m. in the Trinity Room of CMPC.

Members engage in prayer time, Bible study, fellowship, and mission projects. All women of the church,
community, and beyond are welcome to meet with the group.

For more information, please contact Barbara Petro at 410-300-6279 bapetro@aol.com or Miriam Miller at 410-
531-6528, jtmillerj@verizon.net

Men'’s Breakfast
Please join the men of CMPC for breakfast on September 20th at 8:30 at Bob Evans. Contact Eric Daniels for
details at edanie31@yahoo.com

Food Drive Update, August 2025

CMPC's CARE Group ministry’s 4th Food Collection for the Oakland Mills High School (OMHS) Food Pantry was
once again successful. Donations were dropped off last week and the staff were thrilled to receive our
donations which assisted them in restocking their pantry just before their August distribution.

Our next collection will possibly be early 2026.
We thank you for your generosity and for supporting this community.
Blessings,

Markita Garner, Cindy Pettit, and Sandi Chapasko



Please COME to the Commission on Ministry Expansion TOWN HALL And Dessert Buffet

When: Wednesday, September 24 from 6:30 — approximately 8:00 pm
Where: Fellowship Hall at CMPC

Who: Everyone! Childcare will be provided if requested.

What: Dessert Buffet will be provided

Come for dessert beginning at 6:30 p.m. The Town Hall portion will begin promptly at 7 p.m., with a review of
the July meeting, brainstorming session, and opportunity to provide feedback on current ideas being
considered by COME (Commission on Ministry Expansion). Topics focus on property use, facility use/rental,
mortgage reduction and ways to grow the membership. It is important that we get your participation and
feedback!

Please RSVP to the church office by Sunday, September 20.

Minute for Mission

Dustin and Holly Garner are missionaries and ministers based in Kansas City, Missouri. They are affiliated with
OneEleven Ministries (111global.org). Dustin was born in Laurel and grew up attending CMPC where he was
baptized and confirmed. In 2014, he moved to Kansas City to pursue full-time ministry and has done a
variety of mission work in the States, Europe, Asia and the Middle East. Holly grew up in Northwest Arkansas
and moved to Kansas City in 2021 where she met Dustin. They started dating soon after meeting and were
married in May 2022.

Since they've been married, Dustin and Holly have ministered as a team in a variety of settings. They are
particularly passionate about raising up the next generation, evangelism, worship, prayer and discipleship.
This year they have spent time helping to pioneer a church plant in Kansas City, strengthening missionaries in
the field in Guatemala, and will be headed to Central Asia after their time in Maryland to visit a ministry school
that will equip them to pastor and disciple missionaries and gospel workers on the front lines of missions.
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GATHERING

406 We Are Standing on Holy Ground
Holy Ground
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The phrase “holy ground” resonates with the experience of Moses at the burning bush, where he had an
encounter with God (Exodus 3:5; also quoted in the martyr Stephen’s sermon, Acts 7:33). The reference to
angels may recall Jacob’s vision (Genesis 28:12-17) or Hebrews 12:22.

TEXT and MUSIC: Geron Davis, 1983

Text and Music © 1983 Songchannel Music Company and Meadowgreen Music Company
(admin. EMICMGPublishing.com)

HOLY GROUND
Irregular



DEDICATION AND STEWARDSHIP

694 Great God of Every Blessing
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Written for the 500th anniversary of John Calvin’s birth, this text sums up his liturgical theology, ending each
stanza with his motto: Cor meum tibi offero, Domine, prompte et sincere. By moving from plural to singular the
stanzas show how corporate faith becomes personal piety.

TEXT: David Gambrell, 2009
MUSIC: Samuel Sebastian Wesley, 1864

Text © 2011 David Gambrell (admin. Presbyterian Publishing Corp.)

AURELIA
7.6.7.6.D



God, Be the Love to
Search and Keep Me
O Christ, Surround Me

SENDING

543
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O Christ, sur-round me; (@) Christ, sur-round me.

This hymn is a 21st-century adaptation of the traditional Celtic prayer style known as a lorica (Latin for
“armor” or “breastplate”). Many such petitions for God’s presence and protection were never written down,

but this one is based on an example attributed to St. Patrick.

TEXT and MUSIC: Richard Bruxvoort Colligan, 2004
Text and Music © 2004 This Here Music, Worldmaking.net

GREEN TYLER
9.8.9.5.5
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