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GGAATTHHEERRIINNGG  

Prelude          I Love You Lord!       

Welcome and Announcements  

         

 Pastor Janna VanderWoude 

Passing of the Peace  
Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 



**Call to Worship  Liturgist Elyn Thomas 
1:  Breath by breath - it was so. 
2: Word by word - it was so. 
1:  Piece by piece - it was so.  
2: Day by day - it was so. 
All: Blessing by blessing - it was so. 
Leader(s):   And God saw that it was good. 
All:  God saw that it was very good. 

**Gathering Hymn – 19  God of Great, and God of Small 

Call to Confession 

Common Prayer of Confession 
Creator God, you call for light, and light shines. 
You form all that is-- 

straight from your imagination, into reality. 
You draw out the creative powers of the world you have made, 

so the earth and all that lives in it continues the cycle of your blessing 
creating and re-creating, generation to generation. 

We confess that we have mis-used the powers you gave us: 
 We have misrepresented your image in the world, 

          and disrupted your cycle of blessing. 
We confess we have tried to harness the earth’s creativity for our own end.  
Forgive us for dominating instead of co-existing. 
We confess we have hoarded things meant to be shared. 
Forgive us for abusing instead of nurturing. 
We confess we have acted like we are the ones in charge here 
Forgive us for taking your place instead of living faithfully in the place you made for us. 
Restore the order of your creation, O God, 

and restore us within it, to live reflecting your image as you intend. 
We ask in the name of Jesus the Christ, the Word through whom all is made. 
Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 
L: Friends, this is the Good News of the Gospel.... 
P: ...in Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! 

**Response -14, v. 1 & 5     For the Beauty of the Earth  

1 For the beauty of the earth, for the glory of the skies, 
           for the love which from our birth over and around us lies: 

Refrain:       Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise. 

5 For thyself, best gift divine to the world so freely given; 
    for that great, great love of thine, peace on earth and joy in heaven: (Refrain) 



TTHHEE  TTEEXXTTSS  FFOORR  TTHHEE  WWEEEEKK  

Genesis 1-Genesis 2:4 

When God began to create the heavens and the 
earth— 2 the earth was without shape or form, it 
was dark over the deep sea, and God’s wind swept 
over the waters— 3 God said, “Let there be light.” 
And so light appeared. 

 4 God saw how good the light was. God 
separated the light from the darkness. 5 God 
named the light Day and the darkness Night.  
There was evening and there was morning: the 
first day. 

6 God said, “Let there be a dome in the middle of the waters to separate the waters from each other.” 7 God 
made the dome and separated the waters under the dome from the waters above the dome. And it 
happened in that way. 

 8 God named the dome Sky. There was evening and there was morning: the second day. 

9 God said, “Let the waters under the sky come together into one place so that the dry land can appear.    
”And that’s what happened. 

 10 God named the dry land Earth, and he named the gathered waters Seas. God saw how good it was. 

11 God said, “Let the earth grow plant life: plants yielding seeds and fruit trees bearing fruit with seeds inside 
it, each according to its kind throughout the earth.” And that’s what happened. 12 The earth produced plant 
life: plants yielding seeds, each according to its kind, and trees bearing fruit with seeds inside it, each 
according to its kind. 

God saw how good it was. 13 There was evening and there was morning: the third day. 

14 God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night. They will mark 
events, sacred seasons, days, and years. 15 They will be lights in the dome of the sky to shine on the earth.” 
And that’s what happened. 16 God made the stars and two great lights: the larger light to rule over the day and 
the smaller light to rule over the night. 17 God put them in the dome of the sky to shine on the earth, 18 to rule 
over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. 

 God saw how good it was.19 There was evening and there was morning: the fourth day. 

 In the Beginning 
In the beginning was the Word 

and the Word was with God 
and the Word was God. 

2 The Word was with God in the beginning. 
3 Everything came into being through the Word, 

and without the Word 
nothing came into being. 

What came into being 
4 
    through the Word was life, 

and the life was the light for all people. 
5 The light shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness doesn’t extinguish the light.



20 God said, “Let the waters swarm with living things, and let birds fly above the earth up in the dome of the 
sky.” 21 God created the great sea animals and all the tiny living things that swarm in the waters, each 
according to its kind, and all the winged birds, each according to its kind. 

 God saw how good it was. 22 Then God blessed them: “Be fertile and multiply and fill the waters in the 
seas, and let the birds multiply on the earth.” 23 There was evening and there was morning: the fifth day. 

24 God said, “Let the earth produce every kind of living thing: livestock, crawling things, and wildlife.” And 
that’s what happened. 25 God made every kind of wildlife, every kind of livestock, and every kind of creature 
that crawls on the ground. God saw how good it was. 26 Then God said, “Let us make humanity in our image 
to resemble us so that they may take charge of the fish of the sea, the birds in the sky, the livestock, all the 
earth, and all the crawling things on earth.” 

27 God created humanity in God’s own image, 
        in the divine image God created them,  
            male and female God created them. 

28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fertile and multiply; fill the earth and master it. Take charge of the 
fish of the sea, the birds in the sky, and everything crawling on the ground.” 29 Then God said, “I now give to 
you all the plants on the earth that yield seeds and all the trees whose fruit produces its seeds within it. 
These will be your food. 30 To all wildlife, to all the birds in the sky, and to everything crawling on the 
ground—to everything that breathes—I give all the green grasses for food.” And that’s what happened.  

31 God saw everything he had made: it was supremely good. There was evening and there was morning: 
the sixth day. 

2 The heavens and the earth and all who live in them were completed. 2 On the sixth day God completed all 
the work that he had done, and on the seventh day God rested from all the work that he had done. 

 3 God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested from all the work of creation. 

4 This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 

Wondering Questions 
• What special place you might go to remember the gifts of creation?  
• Hold in your mind a sight, sound or taste  of creation.  Thank God for it. 
• Is there something else you can do to “take charge” of the earth and affirm its goodness? 
• Consider the seventh day of creation as an ultimate rest day. What do you think it would be 

like to always live in that rest with God? What would support you to do this as a pattern for 
your life?  

The Narrative Lectionary is a four-year cycle of readings:  This week we begin Year 4, centered around the gospel of 
John.  On the Sundays from September through May each year the texts follow the sweep of the biblical story, from 
Creation through the early Christian church.  During the fall, Hebrew Bible (Old Testament) texts are the primary 
vehicle for proclaiming the biblical story. The gospel readings become primary texts on the Fourth Sunday of Advent.  
The texts include the major episodes in Scripture. They are arranged in a narrative sequence to help people see 
Scripture as a story that has coherence and a dynamic movement. The Narrative Lectionary is an effort to unite the 
church in its reading of Scripture and give it much-needed structure, in a way that helps people to become fluent in the 
first language of faith.  

 



GGRROOWWIINNGG  IINN  GGOODD’’SS  WWOORRDD  

Time for All God’s Children        

Prayer for Illumination        

Gospel Text             John 1:1-5

Hebrew Bible Text         Genesis 1:1-2:4a 

Sermon        Rev.Janna VanderWoude 

**Song of Response Hymnal-18  Hallelujah!  Sing Praise to Your Creator    

Prayers of the People (concluding with the Lord’s Prayer, Hymnal p.35) 
As we pray together today, you are invited to together complete the phrase, 

“Speak again this day, and reveal the good that is so deeply planted in your world.” 

EEUUCCHHAARRIISSTT——OOUURR  GGRRAATTIITTUUDDEE  AANNDD  TTRRUUSSTT  IINN  GGOODD’’SS  PPRROOMMIISSEESS  
Invitation to the Offering 

Offertory      
You are invited to use the time of the Offertory to reflect and to pray silently, offering grateful thanks for God’s 

goodness, and commitment of ourselves for declaring that the God who creates also re-creates. making all things new. 

Closing Prayer of Dedication and Discipleship 

**Doxology-711 v.3    Lord of All Good    

Father, whose bounty all creation shows; 
Christ, by whose willing sacrifice we live; 

Spirit, from whom all life in fullness flows: 
to you with grateful hearts ourselves we give. 

SSEENNDDIINNGG  
**Sending Song-Hymnal 370     This is My Father’s World   

Blessing and Charge     Rev. Janna VanderWoude 

Postlude  

Art Attribution 
“Glory to God” © Hilary Onyon, 2012 

Make Known His Wonderful Works 

Lindsey Kim

 Liturgist Elyn Thomas  

Liturgist Elyn Thomas 



Thank you to Neil Danzig and John Kim for providing audio support this week!

Thank you to for operating the sanctuary cameras this week!     
                  
      CCLI Copyright License #1280964; streaming license #20314021
      SongSelect Premium license # RG20-1496988
      One License # A-719136

Announcements and Upcoming Events

Save the date!
Hold the date and please plan to COME: Wednesday evening, September 24 Congregational Town Hall in 
Fellowship Hall sponsored by the Session's Commission on Ministry Expansion (C.O.M.E.). Details to follow 
soon!

Church Picnic
The annual church picnic will take place immediately following the worship service on September 14, 
2025.  Please RSVP below.  BBQ meat, buns, and beverages will be provided.  Please RSVP by September 
7th. 

If your last name begins with A-M, please bring a dessert.
If your last name begins with N-Z, please bring a side dish.

Note: This year's picnic will truly be picnic style.  Please bring your own lawn chairs and blankets to sit on.  
The picnic will be set up in the upper grass area along Shaker Drive. In the event of inclement weather, we 
will move to Fellowship Hall.



LOGOS Encounter Training
Calling all LOGOS families and volunteers!  We haven't had a LOGOS Encounter training at CMPC in many years 
and we are so excited to bring it back this year!  On Sunday September 7th we will have training for all LOGOS 
adults from 12:00 until 5 PM.  The training will begin shortly after our worship service ends.  A light lunch will be 
provided for participants!  Please register for this rare experience using this QR code:

LOGOS 2025-2026
We are so excited to start another year of LOGOS here at CMPC!  LOGOS is our mid-year program here at CMPC 
that fills our rooms and hallways with youth and adults alike!  There are four parts of LOGOS where we play 
together, eat together, learn together and make music together.  Youth registration is for Pre-K through 12th 
grade.  A nursey is available for our families with children younger than the Pre-K age who are volunteering.  
October 1st is fast approaching and that is our first day of LOGOS this year!  Registration is open today Sunday 
August 31st!

Youth/child registration Volunteer registration



From the Nominating Committee
 The Nominating Committee has begun its work of discerning which members of CMPC God is calling 
to serve as Elders and Deacons, starting January 2026 for 3 year terms. Perhaps it is you! Now and in the 
weeks ahead, the committee will be reaching out to members asking them (you) to consider service on 
the session or diaconate. Please prayerfully consider if this is something to which you feel called or if 
there is someone you think God might be preparing to serve. These are exciting times at CMPC and we 
need willing and faithful leaders to guide us in and through them. Thank you in advance for prayerfully 
and seriously considering the call to serve. If not you, then who! If you have questions or suggestions, 
please feel free to contact the Nominating Committee chair Judy Brown at jbrown10632@gmail.com.

Zoom Bible Study
Evening Zoom Bible Study will meet the last 2 Mondays each month beginning September 22. 
Our topic, to begin, will be "Four Loves".   Interested people can contact Kathy Koch with any questions or 
for the Zoom link at KathrynKoch79@gmail.com.

Bible Basics
Bible Basics will begin on September 2 and continue on Tuesdays at 11 am in the conference room. 
We will begin with a study of Galatians. Interested people can contact Kathy Koch with any questions at   
KathrynKoch79@gmail.com.

Monday Morning Women’s Bible Study
Come join the Bible Study women for our kick-off potluck luncheon at 10:30 am on September 8th in 
Fellowship Hall. We will be sharing our summer God moments and introducing our new study for this fall 
session. All women of the church and community are invited to the potluck luncheon.
For more information, please contact Barbara Petro at 410-300-6279 bapetro@aol.com or Miriam Miller at 
410-531-6528, jtmillerj@verizon.net

 The Monday Morning Women’s Bible Study Group meets from September to May on the second and 
fourth Monday of each month from 9:30-11:30 a.m. in the Trinity Room of CMPC. 

Members engage in prayer time, Bible study, fellowship, and mission projects. All women of the church, 
community, and beyond are welcome to meet with the group.
For more information, please contact Barbara Petro at 410-300-6279 bapetro@aol.com or Miriam Miller at 
410-531-6528, jtmillerj@verizon.net



Fifth Sunday Offering
Uganda Water Project

Drinkable water is rare in Uganda (the U.N. says less than 20% of people have access to it). In western Ugan-
da, most people get their water from traditional wells, rivers, and water piped down from the mountains. All 
these sources are contaminated, even the piped water. Water-borne diseases such as typhoid, dysentery, and 
cholera are endemic to Uganda. While these diseases can be deadly, they are also costly even among those 
who recover as the recuperation period is often long and difficult – many people lose months from school and 
work.

Since 2012 I have been partnering with Elisha Karwani to distribute water filters in western Uganda and train 
people on their use and maintenance. Elisha has been full-time for the last 4 years and does all the “real” work 
– he lives in Fort Portal, knows the local languages, and has a passion for keeping people in his community 
healthy. In 2022 we started partnering with the Ugandan Water Project (UWP) to intensify our efforts. I went 
back to Uganda in January 2024 to see the latest work Elisha had accomplished, assess further needs, and plan 
future activities. 

 Our primary focus has been to provide simple filter systems based on 0.1-micron filters that trap over 
99.99999% of bacteria, thus freeing the users from the ravages of typhoid, dysentery, cholera, bilharzia, and 
other water-borne diseases endemic to the area. The filter can be easily cleaned by backflushing with an 
included syringe. The filter has a lifespan of up to 10 years and is rated to filter as many as 1,000,000 gallons 
of water. We have installed 4,500 of these filter systems across over 150 villages, and the impact has been 
tremendous. Without fail every village we visited in our January 2024 trip was effusive in their praise for the 
systems and desperate in their request for more. 

Thank you for supporting this intervention.  We are grateful to have you join us to bring clean water to 
Uganda.

 

With gratitude, 
Bill Anderson
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CREATION AND PROVIDENCE

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Natalie Sleeth, 1973
MUSIC: Natalie Sleeth, 1973; arr. Beverly A. Howard, 2012
Text and Music © 1973 Carl Fischer, Inc.

Although it uses remarkably simple language, this text affirms a great mystery: beyond all our powers of
explanation, God holds together all the opposites that seem to pull us in one direction or another. Yet God is
present to them all and also to us; for that we give praise.

GOD OF GREAT AND SMALL
7.7.7.7 with refrain

19God of Great and God of Small

018-hallelujah sing 019-god of.mus, Page 2
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Hallelujah! Sing Praise to Your Creator
CREATION AND PROVIDENCE

18

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Tilly Lubis, 2009; trans. David Diephouse, 2009
MUSIC: Batak melody; arr. H. A. Pandopo, 1999
Text © 2009 Faith Alive Christian Resources
Music Arr. © 1999 H. A. Pandopo (Harry van Dop)

NYANYIKANLAH NYANYIAN BARU
Irregular

This recent paraphrase of Psalm 148 expands our awareness of the breadth of God’s creation by being set to
a traditional Indonesian melody that has become the basis for one of the most widely known worship songs
from Asia. It needs to be sung joyfully and at a lively tempo.

(Psalm 148)

018-hallelujah sing 019-god of.mus, Page 1
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CREATION AND PROVIDENCE

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Natalie Sleeth, 1973
MUSIC: Natalie Sleeth, 1973; arr. Beverly A. Howard, 2012
Text and Music © 1973 Carl Fischer, Inc.

Although it uses remarkably simple language, this text affirms a great mystery: beyond all our powers of
explanation, God holds together all the opposites that seem to pull us in one direction or another. Yet God is
present to them all and also to us; for that we give praise.

GOD OF GREAT AND SMALL
7.7.7.7 with refrain

19God of Great and God of Small
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Maltbie D. Babcock, 1901
MUSIC: Franklin L. Sheppard, 1915; harm. Edward Shippen Barnes, 1926, alt.

TERRA BEATA
SMD

When pastor of a Presbyterian church in Lockport, New York, the author of this text referred to his morning
walks as “going out to see my Father’s world.” The tune created for these words is based on an English
melody the composer learned from his mother when he was a boy.
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