
CMPC Christmas
Carol Sing Along

O Come, All Ye Faithful

Angels We Have Heard on High 

Away in a Manger 

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

O Little Town of Bethlehem 

Jingle Bells 

Deck the Halls 

It Came Upon the Midnight Clear

(verses 1, 2, 5)  

What Child Is This 

The First Nowell(verses 1, 2, 3) 

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice

Joy to the World
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O Come, All Ye Faithful
JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

133

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: John Francis Wade, c. 1743; trans. Frederick Oakeley, 1841, alt.
MUSIC: John Francis Wade, c. 1743; harm. The English Hymnal, 1906

ADESTE FIDELES
Irregular

From its Roman Catholic origins, this 18th-century hymn has spread to worldwide use by many
denominations in both Latin and vernacular versions. Once popular with a wide range of hymn texts,
this tune is now firmly associated with this Christmas text from which it is named.

6/20/13
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Angels We Have Heard on High
JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

113

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: French carol; trans. James Chadwick, 1860, alt.
MUSIC: French carol; arr. Edward Shippen Barnes, 1937
Music © 1937, ren. 1965 H. Augustine Smith Jr.
    (admin. Fleming H. Revell Company, a div. of Baker Publishing Group) 

GLORIA
7.7.7.7 with refrain

This French carol probably dates from the 1700s, though it was not printed until the following century. 
Because it uses a vernacular language for the narrative stanzas and Latin for the refrain, it belongs to a
special category called “macaronic” or mixed-language texts.
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JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

114Away in a Manger

This anonymous carol probably originated among Pennsylvania Lutherans in the late 19th century, giving
rise to a mistaken assertion that it had been written by Martin Luther. This tune is also by an American but
has become the one usually used in Canada and Great Britain.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Stanzas 1–2, Little Children’s Book for Schools and Families, c. 1885;
    stanza 3, Gabriel’s Vineyard Songs, 1892
MUSIC: William James Kirkpatrick, 1895

CRADLE SONG
11.11.11.11

(alternate tune: MUELLER, 115)

113-angels 114-away.mus, Page 2
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Away in a Manger
JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

115

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Stanzas 1–2, Little Children’s Book for Schools and Families, c. 1885;
    stanza 3, Gabriel’s Vineyard Songs, 1892
MUSIC: James R. Murray, 1887

MUELLER
11.11.11.11

(alternate tune: CRADLE SONG, 114)

Though erroneously attributed to Martin Luther, this anonymous carol has North American roots, probably
originating among Pennsylvania Lutherans. Although more than forty melodies have been connected with
these words, this tune was among the earliest written for them.
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Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

119

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Charles Wesley, 1739, alt.
MUSIC: Felix Mendelssohn, 1840; arr. William Hayman Cummings, 1855

MENDELSSOHN
7.7.7.7.D with refrain

Brought together in the mid-19th century, the text and tune of this familiar carol began in quite different
forms. The text had ten stanzas and began, “Hark, how all the welkin rings.” The tune was created for a
festival celebrating Gutenberg’s introduction of moveable type.
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JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

120Where Shepherds Lately Knelt

Guitar chords do not correspond with keyboard harmony.
Witnessing the beginning or the end of life evokes very personal responses (emphasized by the “for me” at
the end of each stanza), especially when the scale is intimate, as in this imagined visit to Christ’s manger. The
prophecies recalled in stanza three come from Isaiah 9:6.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1986
MUSIC: Carl F. Schalk, 1986
Text © 1987 Concordia Publishing House
Music © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc.

MANGER SONG
12.12.10.10
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O Little Town of Bethlehem
JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

121

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Phillips Brooks, 1868
MUSIC: Lewis Henry Redner, 1868

ST. LOUIS
8.6.8.6.7.6.8.6

(alternate tune: FOREST GREEN)

Though he was famed during his lifetime as a great preacher, no sermon Phillips Brooks ever preached has
been heard or read by as many people as have sung this carol he wrote in December 1868 for the Sunday
School children of Holy Trinity Episcopal Church in Philadelphia.
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 Jingle Bells 
(Sing Twice)

Dashing through the snow in a one horse open sleigh,
 o'er the fields we go, laughing all the way.

Bells on bob tail ring, making spirits bright; 
what fun it is to ride and sing a sleighing song tonight.

Oh! jingle bells, jingle bells, jingle all the way; 
oh, what fun it is to ride in a

one horse open sleigh. 
Hey!

Jingle bells, jingle bells, jingle all the way; 
oh, what fun it is to ride in a

one horse open sleigh!

(by James Pierpont, 1857; public domain)



Deck the Halls
Deck the halls with boughs of holly, 

fa-la-la-la-la, la-la-la-la.
 ‘Tis the season to be jolly,

fa-la-la-la-la, la-la-la-la. 
Don we now our gay apparel, 

fa-la-la, la-la-la, la-la-la. 
Troll the ancient Yule-tide carol, 

fa-la-la-la-la, la-la-la-la. 
 

See the blazing Yule before us, 
fa-la-la-la-la, la-la-la-la. 

Strike the harp and join the chorus,
fa-la-la-la-la, la-la-la-la. 

Follow me in merry measure, 
fa-la-la-la-la, la-la-la-la. 

While I tell of  Yule-tide treasure, 
fa-la-la-la-la, la-la-la-la. 

(by Thomas Oliphant, 1862; public domain)
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It Came Upon the Midnight Clear
JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

123

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Edmund Hamilton Sears, 1849, alt.
MUSIC: Richard Storrs Willis, 1850

CAROL
CMD

(alternate tune: NOEL)

The “it” of the first line of this text by a Unitarian minister does not refer to the birth of Jesus, but to “that
glorious song of old,” the angelic tidings of peace on earth. The restored third stanza laments how often the
noise of human strife has obscured that message.
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JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

124Still, Still, Still

The great virtue of this Austrian carol is its sheer simplicity, which is reinforced by the re-use of the first two
lines as the last two. This narrow scope makes the text into the verbal equivalent of a close-up photograph or
painting, so that the sleeping child seems very near.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Austrian carol; trans. George K. Evans, 1963
MUSIC: Austrian carol; arr. Walter Ehret, 1963
Text and Music  © 1963, 1980 Walter Ehret and George K. Evans (admin. Walton Music Corp.)  

STILL, STILL, STILL
3.6.9.8.3.6
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What Child Is This
JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

145

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: William Chatterton Dix, 1871
MUSIC: English ballad, 16th cent.; arr. Christmas Carols New and Old, 1871

GREENSLEEVES
8.7.8.7.6.8.6.7

This Victorian text gains scope and power by having the original second halves of stanzas two and three
restored. They give a stark forward glimpse of what lies ahead for this “babe, the son of Mary!” The tune is
much older, dating from Tudor England.
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The First Nowell
JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

147

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: English carol; Some Ancient Christmas Carols, 2nd ed., 1823, alt.
MUSIC: English carol; Sandys’ Christmas Carols, 1833

THE FIRST NOWELL
Irregular

“Nowell” is the English form of the French “noel,” a shout of joy formerly used at Christmas (as in Chaucer’s
“Franklin’s Tale”), a clue that the word is older than its first printing. It may have Latin and French roots
related to “born” (natus / né) as well to “news” (nova / nouvelle). 
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5   Then entered in those wise men three,
     full reverently upon their knee,
     and offered there in his presence
     their gold, and myrrh, and
         frankincense.
     Refrain

JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

6   Then let us all with one accord
     sing praises to our heavenly Lord,
     that hath made heaven and earth of nought,
     and with his blood our life hath bought.
    Refrain

Mary and Joseph Came to the Temple 148

This text retells the story in Luke 2:22–39, usually called the Presentation of Christ in the Temple, which took
place forty days after his birth. Mary, Joseph, and the Christ-child encounter there two devout people, Anna
and Simeon, who identify this baby as the promised Messiah.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Andrew Pratt, 1994
MUSIC: David Haas, 1985
Text © 1997 Stainer & Bell, Ltd. (admin. Hope Publishing Company)
Music © 1985 GIA Publications, Inc.  

    EVENING HYMN
5.5.5.4.D
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Good Christian Friends, Rejoice
JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

132

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Medieval Latin; trans. and para. John Mason Neale, 1853, alt.
MUSIC: German folk melody, 14th cent.; harm. David Hugh Jones, 1953
Music Harm. © 1955, ren. 1983 John Ribble (admin. Westminster John Knox Press)

IN DULCI JUBILO
6.6.7.7.7.8.5.5

Carols using two languages, like this one dating from at least the 14th century, belong to a special group
called “macaronic,” the original languages here being German and Latin. Though the present version is only
in English, it is sung to the traditional German folk melody.
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Joy to the World
JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

134

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Isaac Watts, 1719, alt.
MUSIC: Attr. George Frederick Handel, 1742; arr. Lowell Mason, 1836

ANTIOCH
CM with repeat

(alternate tune: RICHMOND, 266)

While Isaac Watts did not write this text strictly for Christmas use, he did purposely cast his paraphrase of
Psalm 98:4–9 in Christian terms, titling it “The Messiah’s coming and kingdom.” So “the Lord” here is Jesus
Christ, rather than the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
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