
CMPC Herald
Christ Memorial Presbyterian Church

1Christ Memorial Presbyterian Church
December 2014 Herald

Would you like to receive a print copy of the newsletter instead of an electronic copy? Please contact 
Ariel Wickham (office@cmpcusa.org, 410-997-8011) with your preference and contact information. 

What’s Inside: 

Pastor’s Message: 

Pastor’s Message			 1

Last Month at CMPC		 2

LOGOS					 3

Grace Notes				 4

Christian Education			 5

Christ Memorial Christian Preschool 	 6

An Update from our Property Manager 7 

Songs of Preparation			 8 

Window On the Word			 9

Announcements			 10

Birthdays				 12

December Monthly Calendar	 13

January Monthly Calendar		  14

6410 Amherst Avenue, Columbia, MD 21046
Phone: (410) 997-8011, Fax: (410) 997-9642
www.cmpcusa.org, www.facebook.com/cmpcusa
office@cmpcusa.org

December 2014/
January 2015

Upcoming Events: 

12/6	 Greening of the Church
12/7	 Prepare to Care
12/14	 Christmas Cantata
12/14	 GIFT: A CMPC Family Christmas
12/21	 Longest Night Service
12/21	 Christmas Caroling
12/24	 Christmas Eve

Holy God, be in my mind that I might let go of all that diminishes the 
movement of Your Spirit within me.
Discerning God, be in my eyes, that I might see You in the midst of all the 
busyness that fills my life.
Loving God, be in my heart that I can be open to those I love, to those with 
whom I share ministry and to the whole human family.
Gracious God, be in that grace-filled silence that lies deep within me, that I 
might live in Christ as Christ lives in me.
-The Rev. Canon James C. Fenhagen (1930-2012)

This prayer was printed inside the front cover of the worship book we used 
each day as part of my time away for CREDO. Words cannot adequately 
describe how wonderful it was to gather with 40 other people each day—
sometimes twice a day—simply to worship. To quiet ourselves and listen 
for God’s word.

I share this as my prayer for you—for all of CMPC—that in these fast-paced, 
busy, overscheduled days of Advent and Christmas we might all take some 
time to quiet ourselves, listen for that still, small voice, and open our hearts 
to welcome the Christ Child. Have a blessed Advent and a Merry Christmas!

Peace in Christ, Rev. Scott Hoffman
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An enthusiastic crowd of 100 people enjoyed the third annual concert by the Columbia Jazz Band on 
November 15th in our sanctuary!  We were thrilled to be a part of the band’s 25th year of community jazz 
performances. The audience (people from the community as well as members of CMPC and family and 
friends of the band members) heard over twenty great jazz pieces, from classics to more contemporary big 
band charts. A free will offering was collected, which will enable the Fellowship Committee to make a nice 
donation to Christian Services of Howard County.  The band received a standing ovation at the end of the 
concert, and we look forward to having them back again next year!

Laura Frantz
for the Fellowship Committee
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LOGOS CMPC’s Wednesday Night Inter-generational Program

Photos from LOGOS Sunday and the December GIFT event, November 23, 2014



Grace Notes
This is time of year when we celebrate anew the incredible gift we 
received when He became flesh and dwelt among us. There is glorious 
music written for the Advent and Christmas season! 

On December 7th, the Word in Music is Prepare! by Joseph Martin. The 
underlying words from the men during the anthem say over and over 
again, “Prepare ye the way . . .” It is pure Advent in pleading for the Savior 
to come from beginning to end. 

The Christmas cantata, Season of Wonders, will be sung on December 
14th. This is an extraordinary work filled with classic carols as well as 
newly composed anthems that shines new light upon the miracles 
surrounding the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. You will be as blessed 
by hearing this beautiful music as we have been in preparing it. A small 
orchestra, along with Lorri, will accompany this beautiful composition. 

The Word in Music on December 21st, Advent Jubilate! speaks to the dual 
theme of the birth and coming again of our Lord. Joy and anticipation 
are apparent in every measure of this anthem by one of our favorite composers, Larry Shackley. Listen to the 
words as the choir sings. They are a true testament to the re-celebration of His coming over 2000 years ago, 
His second coming, and the excitement with which we anticipate that event. The Bells of Joy will ring a 
wonderful arrangement of While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks during worship. 

On Christmas Eve at the late service, the choir will sing The Angel’s Song, Carols of Gathering, and O Holy Night. 
Please plan to come early to hear the prelude music prior to the formal start of worship. During that time 
you will hear Ding Dong Merrily on High on handbells and Breath of Heaven by Ashlee Hoffman. 

May He awaken in your heart again the wonder of Christmas! 

Joy Exner
Music Director
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Christian Education

Sunday Experience Needs your Help
Our Sunday Experience program is looking for volunteers who will help with SE.  SE teachers generally teach 
only one month during the program year – only four Sundays out of 52.  Please consider making a one 
month commitment to teach Sunday Experience.  A complete curriculum is provided along with supporting 
materials.  You will also have an assistant to help you.  We are also looking for high school or college students 
who would like to work as program aides.  

Please consider helping to make all of these CE programs a reality. Volunteer!  Contact Linda Johnson at 
lindaj@najmi.us if you would like to help with Sunday Experience.  

Operation Christmas Child
Thanks to everyone who participated in Operation Christmas 
Child this year, we collected 118 shoeboxes for children in 
need! The boxes were delivered to the local drop-off center for 
transport to a Samaritan’s Purse processing center prior to their 
shipment overseas. Because of your generosity the Good News 
of the Love of Christ will be brought to many children.  

Generations in Faith Together (GIFT)
On Sunday, November 23rd, 125 adults and children of all ages 
attended the second GIFT event of the year.  Those who attended 
enjoyed lunch and conversation around tables of mixed generations. 
Following the meal they participated in a reading about the people of God awaiting a savior.  Tables then 
created Jesse tree symbols together, which were then shared with the entire group. A special thanks goes to 
Liz Perraud and Jennifer Seinfeld for organizing the program.

The next GIFT event will take place on Sunday, December 14, from 4:00 to 6:00.  Watch for more details 
about this event which will focus on the story of Christ’s birth.

Theology On Tap
Theology On Tap met for the second time on 
November 2 at Pub Dog in Columbia.  Eleven 
CMPC men met to eat pretzels, drink frosty 
beverages, and discuss the meaning of Faith 
-- what it is, where it comes from, and what 
to do with it.  There was also plenty of time 
for fellowship and hockey prognostications.  
Keep an eye out for our next event!
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Christ Memorial Christian Preschool
Point your children in the right direction ~ when they’re old they won’t be 
lost.  Proverbs 22: 6

What a great November we had at Christ Memorial Christian preschool!  
To see what we’ve been up to you can “like”’ us on Facebook by going to 
www.facebook.com and searching for “Christ Memorial Christian Pre-
school”.  We had a nutritionist visit and teach us about healthy eating. We 
also visited a Turkey farm.  Both events kicked off the start of our explo-
ration on Thanksgiving, Native Americans and Pilgrims as well as various 
cooking experiences.  Pastor Scott visited and told us the story of Moses.  
We also learned about other Old Testament Families (Abraham and Jo-
seph). Our preschool families and staff gave Thanks to the Lord for all He 
has provided and showed our thankfulness by participating in Operation 
Christmas Child.

In December we are busily preparing for Jesus’ Birthday!  We will learn the 
true reason for Christmas as well as how other cultures celebrate this spe-
cial day. Once again the Preschool is participating in a special giving proj-
ect. By doing this we hope to teach that it is as important to give gifts, as 
it is to receive them. December culminates with a program of songs and 
stories and a birthday party to celebrate Jesus’ birthday.
The Staff of Christ Memorial Christian Preschool are thankful for the op-
portunity to make a difference in the lives of children and we wish every-
one in our church family a very Blessed Christmas!

Kim Brathwaite, Heather Gallagher, Mary Lewin, Helen Netherton, 
Julie Nienhuis, Kathleen Smith, Barbara Stine, & Missy Sullivan

Go to www.facebook.com and 
search “Christ Memorial Christian 
Preschool”

Christ Memorial Presbyterian Church
December 2014 Herald
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The weather is changing outside and the property 
committee remains busy ensuring we are safe and 
warm inside. The heating system was checked, tuned, 
and later tuned again in some parts of the church and 
now is on and working well. We also are doing what 
we can on our own to caulk around windows, cover 
AC units, and to insulate where needed. Be sure to let 
us know if some areas are not as warm and 
comfortable as they should be and we will investigate.

You may have noticed that the parking lot work , 
which simply entailed sealing cracks in the pavement, 
was completed. Similar repairs to the sidewalks are 
ongoing near the parking lot. We will also put patches 
on worn areas around the rest of the property.

In addition, a new dumpster and enclosure are now 
in place for CMPC use, which will help us maintain a 
clean facility and property. New recycle bins are now 
also in place and located around the facility so that all 
those who use the church can now remove their trash 
and recyclables more conveniently. 

Furthermore, our new cleaning service has started 
work and is doing a great job. You may recall that this 
work is now done at night from 10 p.m. – 2 a.m. so if 
you happen to be here at that time, be sure to say 
hello and let them know that you are there. They will 
be happy to work in other areas until you are done, 
but please ensure that they are able to do so as their 
time here is short. Of course, let us know if this service 
can be improved in any way.

Our new landscaper has begun their work here and 
you likely have noticed much of their work, including 
the mulched hill and weeded plant beds. 
Unfortunately, they had to remove a tree out in front 
of the church that was struggling for light from being 
too close to other trees, but they are busy preparing a 
plan to ensure that we maintain the remaining trees 
to avoid this issue in the future. 

Finally, CMPC members and guests have likely 
noticed the new motion sensors in the restrooms 
and hallways throughout the church. We also 
continue to replace bulbs with LEDs or fluorescent 
bulbs wherever possible. This will certainly help us 
limit utility and bulb replacement costs and 
improve lighting. 

The property committee always welcomes new 
members and continues to be grateful for all the 
work of our current members!

Tito Baca, Property & Facilities Manager
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A Piano Music Series for Advent 2014

The time has come when we once again enter into the season of Advent:  the time that we wait and prepare 
for the coming of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  It is the time that we sing and hear the familiar tunes and 
texts that are part of the rich musical heritage of the season.

This season, the piano music offered on Sundays during communion and the weekly offertory will feature 
Advent songs of preparation from across the ages:  from songs with roots more than one thousand years old 
to hymns written in the 20th century.   All the selections are in the current PCUSA hymnal Glory to God, so 
that you may read the text as you hear the music.  The piano arrangements are from collections by contem-
porary composers Mark Hayes, John Purifoy, and Lloyd Larson.

First Sunday of Advent, November 30, 2014
Of the Father’s Love Begotten
Arranged by Mark Hayes
Hymn #108

Second Sunday of Advent, December 7, 2014
Offertory:  Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus
Arranged by Mark Hayes
Hymn #82

Communion:  O Come, O Come Emmanuel
Arranged by John Purifoy
Hymn #88

Communion:  Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
Arranged by Mark Hayes
Hymn # 347

Third Sunday of Advent, December 14, 2014
Watchman, Tell Us of the Night
Arranged by Mark Hayes
Hymn #97

Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 21, 2014  
People, Look East
Arranged by Lloyd Larson
Hymn #105
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Window On The Word
Jesus Is Our Peace by Leta Renich 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God and saying:
“Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace, 
goodwill toward men!” - Luke 2:13-14 NKJV

Many have misunderstood this message just as the people 
of Jesus’ time misunderstood His mission. The reason is the 
same for both: His message was supernatural and we live 
in and interpret things in terms of the natural world. The 
Messiah’s first coming was a supernatural event in the 
natural world. The people expected the Messiah to 
overcome the Roman oppressors and rule an earthly 
kingdom - a natural interpretation. In that light they 
expected a literal earthly peace. Just as we know that both 
of these, the earthly kingdom and the literal earthly peace, 
will be fulfilled when Jesus comes again, we also know 
that His mission the first time was not the earthly 
overthrow of the Roman oppressors (Mat 10:34). His 
mission was a spiritual mission to free our souls from the 
bondage of sin by paying the price for our sins. He paid a 
debt He did not owe, for a debt we could not pay!

“And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” For sometime 
this has been interpreted as “Peace on earth to men of 
good will.” It is easy to see why, for that is a natural 
understanding - there is nothing supernatural about men 
of good will having peace with one another. So what is the 
supernatural understanding of the angel’s message? The 
best place to find an accurate interpretation is in the Bible.   

“He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was 
revealed in these last times for your sake” (1 Pet 1:20 NIV). 
“The word which God sent unto the children of Israel 
reconciled us to God, thereby making our peace with 
God and freeing us from the death sentence of our 
sins” (Acts 10:36 KJV). 

We celebrate Jesus’ birth because of this great miracle. God 
sent His only Son to reconcile us to Him, making peace 
with Him. Dr. Scofield has given the most concise summary 
of “peace,” noting four references: 

1. Peace with God which is the work of Christ 
reconciling us to God, from whom we are 
alienated by our sins. This is entered by our 
faith (Romans 5:1, 2).

2. Peace from God, the true source of peace 
(1 Corinthians 1:3 KJV).

3. Peace of God, the quality or nature of the 
peace given, which is an inward peace 
(Phil 4:7; Luke 7:48-50; Phil 4:6 -7).

4. Peace “on earth” or the universal peace of 
the thousand years reign (Psalm 72:2-8; 
Psalm 85:8-11).

Jesus knew the people were expecting the Messiah 
to bring peace on earth and said, “Think not that I am 
come to send peace on earth: I came not to send 
peace, but a sword” (Mat 10:34 KJV). John records 
two times Jesus spoke of other meanings of peace: “I 
am leaving you with a gift-peace of mind and heart. 
And the peace I give isn’t like the peace the world 
gives. So don’t be troubled or afraid” (John 14:27 
NLT, John 16:33 KJV).  

Further examination reveals that Jesus’ peace 
includes all of the above. The first three are for the 
individual to experience now. The fourth we will 
experience in a way that was particularly significant 
to them at time. The wall that The Law built that 
separated the Jews from the Gentiles was broken so 
that the two would worship together as one before 
the Lord, in peace and unity.

“For He Himself is our peace, who has made both 
one, and has broken down the middle wall of 
separation, having abolished in His flesh the 
enmity, that is, the law of commandments 
contained in ordinances, so asto create in Himself 
one new man from the two, thus making peace, 
and that He might reconcile them both to God in 
one body through the cross, thereby putting to 
death the enmity. (Ephesians 2:14-16 NKJV).

http://bible.oremus.org/?passage=Luke+2
http://bible.oremus.org/?passage=1Peter+1
http://bible.oremus.org/?passage=Acts+10
http://bible.oremus.org/?passage=Matthew+10
http://bible.oremus.org/?passage=Matthew+10
http://bible.oremus.org/?passage=Romans+5
http://bible.oremus.org/?passage=Ephesians+2
http://bible.oremus.org/?passage=John+16
http://bible.oremus.org/?passage=John+14
http://bible.oremus.org/?passage=Psalm+72
http://bible.oremus.org/?passage=Psalm+85
http://bible.oremus.org/?passage=1Corinthians+1
http://bible.oremus.org/?passage=Luke+7
http://bible.oremus.org/?passage=Philippians+4
http://bible.oremus.org/?passage=Philippians+4


CMPC Herald
Christ Memorial Presbyterian Church

Christ Memorial Presbyterian Church
December 2014 Herald

10

The Greening of  the Church ~ December 6th, 9:30 a.m.	
Love decorating for the Holidays? So do we and we could use your help! Come join us as we “deck the halls” and celebrate the 
Christmas season! Plan on spending two hours at work and then sharing a delicious lunch of  homemade soups and desserts. 
Contact the church for more information.

Christmas Cantata ~ December 14th, 10:30 a.m. (during worship)
Season of  Wonders by Joseph Martin will be presented during the worship service on December 14th. Filled with classic carols as 
well as original anthems, this hopeful work shines new light upon the miracles surrounding the birth of  Jesus. The events that 
unfold in the music are a series of  wonders that are meant to be shared with the world so all may know the good news!

GIFT: A CMPC Family Christmas ~ December 14th, 4 p.m.
Come and join us for a night of  festive crafts for the kids, fellowship for the adults, Christmas carols, and a family meal shared 
by all! This special event is a part of  our monthly educational series, GIFT: Generations in Faith Together. A main dish will be 
provided, but please bring a side dish to share. Please call the church to RSVP.

Longest Night Service ~ December 21st, 5 p.m.
“The most wonderful time of  the year” can often be difficult for some due to loss, illness, or other hardships. Come for a 
quiet meditative service of  remembering, sharing our hurting places with God, and preparing our hearts for the coming of  
Christ. 

Christmas Caroling ~ December 21st, 6 p.m. 
Join us as we gather in our Fellowship Hall before heading out to spread holiday cheer throughout the Allview Community! 
Carolers of  all ages are welcome to participate! We will return to the church for pizza and hot chocolate afterwards. 

Christmas Eve Services ~ December 24th 

Family-Friendly Service ~ 5 p.m. 
This service features a favorite tradition at CMPC, the participatory retelling of  the Christmas Story, as well as carols 
and scripture readings. This is a more casual service and though it is appropriate for 	all ages, children in particular are 
encouraged to attend. 

Traditional Service ~ 8:30 p.m.
For our evening service, there will be plenty of  carol singing as well as special music from our choir. The service will 
conclude with the singing of  Silent Night by candlelight!

Spend Your Holidays with
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Announcements 

Monday Morning Women’s Bible Study
Consider joining the Monday Morning Woman’s Bible Study group! The group 
meets in the committee room of the church from 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. on the 
second and fourth Mondays of each month September through May. For more 
information, contact Jan Keister at (301) 362-4514 or Janclicker@aol.com, or 
Miriam Miller at (410) 531-6528 or jtmillerj@verizon.net.

Finance Update
A quick update as we head into the last weeks of activity.  Giving is up $27,000 or 7% over last year, so we are 
doing great! Thanks to all who caught up or stepped up, giving is now just a little bit behind budget.  We will 
continue to keep you informed as we approach the end of the year.  Annette, Finance Chair

How Do The Church Bills Get Paid?  
Ever wonder how the church bills get paid?  Committee chairs are responsible for managing their budgets.  
When the committee has work done or asks volunteers to incur expenses for programs, there is a form called 
an RFP (request for payment) that needs to be filled out and the invoice or receipts are approved by the com-
mittee chair.  This is sometimes accomplished by e-mailing the information and receipts to the committee 
chair.  Once the approved form with receipts is put in the Treasurer’s box or e-mailed to accounting@cmpcu-
sa.org, a check will be prepared the next Monday and after being signed by a second person, mailed out on 
Wednesday.   The forms are available in the church office or on the church website under community: church 
documents. 

Prepare To Care: A Presentation for Adult Children Caring 
for Aging Family Members
On Sunday, December 7th from 12:30 - 2 p.m. a special 
presentation will be held at CMPC called “Prepare to Care.” 
Sponsored by the Christ Memorial Care Committee, The 
Howard County Department of Citizen Services, and Howard 
County Maryland Access Point, this presentation is designed 
to educate adult children about the services and programs 
available for their aging family member(s). During the 
presentation, you will learn ways to assess your family 
member’s needs and how to design a plan for care. Speakers 
will also raise awareness of services for in-home care as well 
as assisted living and nursing home options. All are invited to
this free event. A lunch will be provided prior to the presentation. If you are interested in attending, please 
RSVP by Monday, December 1st to Eleanor Orndorff at 410-997-7126 or the church office at 410-997-8011 or 
office@cmpcusa.org.
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Allen Exner	 	 December 2nd
Sheraz Hameed	 December 2nd
Dave Charping	 December 3rd
Abby DelFavero	 December 4th
Dana Hurley	 	 December 4th
John Mbah	 	 December 5th
Shirley Bush		  December 6th
Norm Malmberg	 December 7th
Annette Hinkle	 December 9th
Marjay Laske	 	 December 9th
Carin Boone	 	 December 10th
Ann Leypoldt	 	 December 10th
Emma Miller	 	 December 10th
Rizwan Elahi	 	 December 12th
Kris Bloom	 	 December 16th
Kevin Garner	 	 December 16th
Abraham Jamal	 December 16th
Matthew Kappes	 December 16th
Aneela Dean	 	 December 17th
Leta Loring		  December 18th
Chuck Ridgeway	 December 19th
Kasey Sullivan		 December 19th
Aziz Bhatti	 	 December 20th
Sean Daniels	 	 December 20th
Joan Schlauch		 December 22nd
Enoch Shahzad	 December 22nd
Jean Salkeld	 	 December 24th
Don Wade	 	 December 24th
Suzy Crabb	 	 December 25th 
Adeel Dean	 	 December 26th
Valerie Smith	 	 December 26th
Dick Boyer	 	 December 28th
Debbie Jensen		 December 29th
Kathryn Miller		 December 29th

December/January Birthdays 
Megan Anderson	 December 30th
Janus Elahi	 	 December 30th
Erin Hughes	 	 December 30th
Rehana Sabir	 	 December 30th
David Ray	 	 December 31st
Iffy Dean	 	 January 1st
Roshni Bhatti	 	 January 4th
Nicole Stanton		 January 4th
Sue Ashman	 	 January 6th
Dave Carmean		 January 6th
Anusha Dean	 	 January 8th
Penny Doxzon		 January 8th
Andrew Mawhinney	 January 8th
Shazia William		 January 8th
Don Kyle	 	 January 9th
Hameed Gill	 	 January 10th
Samantha Mesol	 January 10th
Leah Dean	 	 January 11th
Laurie Khalluf	 	 January 12th
Courtney Ashman	 January 13th
Heidi Diliberto	 January 14th
Theodore Cooke	 January 16th
Marilyn Mills	 	 January 17th
Chris Stvan	 	 January 17th
Sandi Chapasko	 January 18th
Jasmine Dean	 	 January 18th

Bob Gosline		  January 19th
Becky Stirling		  January 19th
Kylee Hoffman		 January 20th 
Allan Perraud	 	 January 20th
Katie Kinzie	 	 January 21st
Chris Najmi	 	 January 21st
Stephen Ashman	 January 22nd
Sam Cole	 	 January 23rd
Rehan Gill	 	 January 23rd
Nabeel Dean	 	 January 24th
Ed Khalluf	 	 January 25th
Rick Mills	 	 January 26th
Waldo Renich	 	 January 26th
Arman Bhatti	 	 January 27th
Mason Yeo	 	 January 27th
Connie Ford	 	 January 28th
Jason Seinfeld		 January 28th
Chip Yawney	 	 January 28th
Judy Bruner		  January 29th
Tina York		  January 29th
Ashlee Hoffman	 January 30th
Joe Marinelli		  January 31st
Leta Renich	 	 January 31st

We join together in welcoming, by their baptism, Grace Gill, Emmanuel Gill, and Isaac Gill into the life and 
ministry of the Risen Christ. 
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